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Warning over deer 
on our roads 
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Motorists urged to take extra 
care during rutting season 


Food and drink 
champions 

All the results of our 
celebrated awards 


Marking 25 years since ope 
of the QEII Bridge at Dartfo: 



Opening times: Fri & Sat 9.00am - 5.00pm Sun 9.00am - 4.00pm 


Crafts for 
Christmas 


HotliiffejPI 42£ 684494 


4-6 November 

Maidstone Pavilion, 

Kent County Showground, 
Detling, MEM 3JF 

An opportunity to meet Britain's most talented makers and 
purchase inspirational gifts and festive foods. 

At the event: Adults: £7.00 Seniors: £6.00 
In advance: Adults: £6.00 Seniors: £5.00(subjectto6o P transaction fee) 
rca@ruralcraftsassociation.co.uk www.ruralcraftsassociation.co.uk 

















TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! 

YOU'VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 


The remote controlled roller-door is the most popular garage door 
by a mile. There are obvious reasons why; space saving, extra 
width, extra height, neat and compact, totally secure, reliable 
and safe, maintenance free - the list goes on... 

Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, 
ROMAN are the best in the UK - by a mile!! Roman are one of the 
biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with us you will 
save yourselves ££££s for a truly fantastic new door. 

**£2500! NOW JUST £875!! 

PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 

• Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

• We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 

• Top quality Remote Controlled Rolling Garage Door 

• Exclusive safety system, based on digital technology 

• Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

• Totally maintenance free 

• So neat & compacted & space-saving, giving you 
extra width & extra height 

• White as standard, other colours available 

• Roman Roller Garage Doors, Absolute Top quality 
garage door, for lower than B&Q prices!!! 

WE LOVE HAPPY HOUR!! 

NOT **£2500! 

BUT £799 THIS WEEK!! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 

CALL This week 01245 396 910 
www.romangaragedoors.co.uk 

2 Week ending October 23, 2016 
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Don’t sleepwalk through 
council merger debate 


YOU may be aware of informal talks 
currently taking place around the 
possibility of merging Dover, 
Shepway, Thanet, Canterbury and 
Ashford councils to form one 
organisation in order to allow all five 
to survive in the face of ever reducing 
central government funding. 

For many, it’s a debate which 
stimulates little interest at this stage 
- but its impact could be seismic. 

Because while the creation of a 
‘super council’ - and it is not yet clear 
whether this would be merely the 
same level of a borough or district, or 
indeed seek to become its own 
unitary, much like Medway 
when it broke away from 
Kent County Council’s 
embrace - makes sense, it 
also raises a myriad of 
concerns. 

We reported recently how 
bosses at the Marlowe Theatre 
are anxious about how a 
merged body would 
feel about 

subsidising such ^ 
an artistic hub. It 


is concerned that while those at 
Canterbury City Council understand 
its importance to the city and its 
cultural offering, views may be very 
different for those living in Thanet or 
Dover who may ponder whether the 
money could be spent on more 
pressing social issues. And you can 
see both sides of the argument. 

Yet that is likely to be the very tip 
of the iceberg. What is important or 
significant in one town, may mean 
nothing to another. 

There is no denying the potential 
benefits of merging, not least what a 
combined effort could do to deliver 
a co-ordinated push to revive 
parts of the east. 

Yet it is arrived through 
desperation rather than 
preference. Local people 
ruling on local issues is key to 
local democracy and if you feel 
that is important, it is never too 
late to start engaging 
with a process 
which could 
change that 
forever. 



■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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Home plus 

BLAVER ROAO. ASHFORD 
KENT. TN23 7R. 

(OPPOSITE THE INTERNATIONAL TRAIN STATION) 

01233 633928 


Home plus 

THE BROOKE. CHATHAM 
KENT. ME4 4NX 
(OffOSITE GALA UNCO) 

01634 880699 


houie plus 

ST PETERS STREET. MAIDSTONE 
KENT. ME16 OST 

(THE BIG BLUE BUILDING ON ST PETERS STREET) 

01622 609519 


Image* art lor visual rftteranc* only Packaging may vary fe&OE Pnee* eorreel at hma of pres* All prices include VAT Ofltf* avallaeia wtwist slocks Iasi 


4 Week ending October 23, 2016 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 



















it Download your free 

Kent News iPhone 
and iPad App available 
at the Apple App Store 

Hra 

n Follow us on 
Twitter @kosmedia or 
Facebook KOS Media 


Confirmed: Key colleges 
get set to formally merge 



REVIVED: Canterbury College has seen £3m of savings in the first three months under EKC guidance 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


CANTERBURY College and East 
Kent College have agreed ‘a merger 
in principle’ following Canterbury’s 
recent financial crisis. 

East Kent College, which has its 
main campus in Broadstairs, but 
also runs sites in Folkestone and 
Dover, came to the rescue of 
Canterbury College when it was 
revealed it had huge debts and may 
struggle to survive. 

Graham Razey, principal of East 
Kent, was drafted in to act as 
interim principal at Canterbury 
and the two governing bodies have 
worked closely as it sought to make 
£3 million in savings in just three 
months. 

That has resulted in a number of 
job cuts, the scrapping of all A-level 
courses, and a view to share some 
administrative services. 

Now the two governing bodies 
have separately agreed in principle 
the merger of Canterbury College 
and East Kent College. 

There will now follow a period of 
planning and consultation with 
staff, students, and stakeholders of 
the colleges. 

The two governing bodies will 


also ensure they work to do due 
diligence to ensure a merger would 
be appropriate. They will also begin 
the creation of a ‘shadow board’ 
which comprises members of both 
Canterbury College and East Kent 
College’s governing bodies. 

East Kent College chair Beverley 
Aitken said: “We have seen a wide 
range of benefits since forming the 
partnership with Canterbury 
College, and our governors were 
minded to recommend we examine 
a full merger. While we have only 


agreed a merger in principle, this 
decision does mean we can begin 
the long process of working to 
bring the colleges together.” 

The decision comes as the 
government gets ready to begin its 
area review process in Kent in 
November. This process has the 
stated aim of creating fewer, but 
more resilient, further education 
colleges. 

Canterbury College chair Colin 
Carmichael said: “We’ve already 
seen significant efficiencies made 


as a result of sharing an executive 
team, and parts of our corporate 
services. At this stage, it feels like 
the time is right to move forward 
with our planning, and look to 
bring the two colleges together.” 

Full consultations will be held, if 
a full merger is agreed, it is 
unlikely to be finalised until 
summer 2017. 


Russian warships sighted off 
our coast en route to Syria 


MP’s aide quizzed by 
police over ‘rape’ claim 
at Houses of Parliament 


POLICE are continuing their 
investigations into an allegation a 
Kent MP’s aide raped a woman in the 
Houses of Parliament in Westminster. 

Sam Armstrong, chief of staff to 
Conservative South Thanet MP Craig 
Mackinlay, was arrested last week. 

The 23-year-old has been released 
on bail while inquiries continue into 
the incident, which is alleged to have 
occurred in the early hours of last 
Friday. 

Police searched Mr Mackinlay’s 
office in Westminster in connection 
with the allegation later that day, 
however, KoS understands the 
alleged incident did not occur in the 
office itself, contrary to some reports. 

Suggestions of a ‘police raid’ on the 
office have also been played down. 

A spokesman for the MP said: “On 
Friday morning, Mr Mackinlay was 
made aware of an allegation against 
a member of his staff. 

“Following a request made by 
the police and parliamentary 
services he granted full access to 


his Westminster office. 

“Mr Mackinlay is currently 
awaiting further information from 
the police.” 

A Metropolitan Police spokesman 
said: “Detectives from the sexual 
offences, exploitation and child 
abuse command are investigating an 
allegation of rape at the Houses of 
Parliament in the early hours of 
Friday October 14. 

“A 23-year-old man was arrested that 
same day on suspicion of rape. He has 
been bailed pending further inquires 
to a date in mid-January 2017.” 

A House of Commons spokesman 
said: “We are aware of an incident on 
the parliamentary estate which is 
being investigated by the Metropoli¬ 
tan Police Service. 

“Parliament is working closely 
with the police on their investigation 
and we cannot comment further 
while this is ongoing.” 

Neither Mr Armstrong nor Mr 
Mackinlay were available for 
comment this week. 


A FLOTILLA of Russian warships 
cruised along the Kent coast on 
Friday as they passed through the 
English Channel en route to Syria. 

Royal Navy vessels were 
monitoring the warships heading to 
reinforce the attack on the 
besieged Syrian city Aleppo, with 
the Ministry of Defence saying they 
were 1 ‘man-marked every step of 
the way’ ’ while near UK waters. 


A SEAT on Medway Council 
vacated by the wife of former 
Rochester and Strood MP Mark 
Reckless, was comfortably won 
back by the Conservatives on 
Thursday. 

The Strood South by-election 
was called by the resignation of 
Ukip’s Catriona Brown-Reckless. 
She had won the seat in May 2015. 

Her husband sensationally 


The Russian taskforce, including 
the aircraft carrier Admiral 
Kuznetsov, had sailed through the 
North Sea to the English Channel, 
before heading for the eastern 
Mediterranean. 

The UK’s Type 45 destroyer 
HMS Duncan, escorted by the 
frigate HMS Richmond, steamed 
from Portsmouth on Tuesday to 
track the Kuznetsov group. 


defected from the Conservatives to 
Ukip in 2014 and won back his seat 
that year standing for Ukip - before 
losing it in the 2015 general election 
to Kelly Tolhurst. He now serves on 
the Welsh Assembly. 

Former Medway mayor Josie lies 
polled 724 votes, Labour 521 and 
Ukip 480 to take the seat. 

The turnout, however, was just 
16.74 per cent. 


Ukip lose seat in Medway 
after Reckless resignation 
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Jail for possession of sick child abuse images 


A 22-year-old who claimed he was a vigilante paedo¬ 
phile hunter, has been jailed for 16 months after 
pleading guilty at Maidstone Crown Court to possess¬ 
ing extreme images of child sex abuse. 

Liam Shorter, of Willow Park, Otford, later admitted 
he had a sexual interest in children. 

Officers seized Shorter’s laptop and tablet when they 


executed a search warrant at his home address in July 
2015, where they found a number of photos and videos 
of child sex abuse. 

He was charged with three counts of distributing 
indecent photos of children and seven counts of 
possessing indecent photos of children and one count 
of possessing an image portraying sex with an animal. 


Furious Wells tears up 
out-of-court talks with 
ex-Dreamland owners 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


THE future of Dreamland remains 
uncertain after the leader of Thanet 
District Council this week tore up 
out-of-court negotiations with the 
site’s former owners. 

Earlier this month, KoS exclusive¬ 
ly revealed Margate Town Centre 
Regeneration Company’s (MTCRC) 
plans to develop housing and a 
“world class” open space on the site. 

The former owners are locked in a 
legal battle with the council to se¬ 
cure compensation following the ac¬ 
quisition of the site through a com¬ 
pulsory purchase order (CPO) in 
2014. 

Bosses are seeking upwards of 
£15m from the council, whose as¬ 
sessment of the value of the land is 
believed to be “significantly lower”. 

MTCRC then offered to take back 
ownership of the site, plus a fee of 
film to end the dispute. 

But while waiting for an official 
response to the offer, spokesperson 



BATTLE: Chris Wells 


Toby Hunter, said he was told by Ukip 
leader Chris Wells that he made “a big 
mistake going to the press”, when he 
spoke to KoS, and would categorical¬ 
ly not enter into any more negotia¬ 
tions with his company. 


“He has a duty to do right by peo¬ 
ple elected to him and just because 
the press, and therefore the public, 
know, he seems to not want to nego¬ 
tiate,” Mr Hunter told KoS. 

“That’s pretty amazing and seems 
at odds with his character; our con¬ 
versations have always been cordial. 

“But he has now cut off all com¬ 
munication and told us to speak 
with the lawyers.” 

Cllr Wells confirmed he was 
no longer negotiating with Mr Hunt¬ 
er and MTCRC directly and again 
claimed “only a fool would discuss 
these in the columns of a 
newspaper”. 

He added: “Mr Hunter contacted 
me to ask if we wanted to have a con¬ 
versation alongside the court proc¬ 
ess, then proceeded to place that in¬ 
formation in the public domain at an 
early opportunity. 

“I am not interested in Mr Hunt¬ 
er’s political analysis, only in what’s 
best for the people of Thanet. 

“This is not a row, it’s a process on 
which a decision will be made and it 
will take as long as it takes.” 



FINALIST: Jane Beedle, left 


Can Jane be 
crowned Bake 
Off champion? 

BECKENHAM’s Jane Beedle will be 
hoping to make history this week by 
being the last ever winner of the Great 
British Bake Off on the BBC. 

The 61-year-old reached the final 
after patisserie week was watched by 
around 10.8 million viewers, which saw 
fellow contestant Selasi Gbormittah 
crash out at the final hurdle. 

Now the garden designer will be 
going head-to-head with PE teacher 
Candice Brown and aerospace engineer 
Andrew Smyth hoping to be crowned 
the winner. 

It will be the end of an era for the 
show which will switch to Channel 4 
after this series and bid farewell to Mary 
Berry and presenters Mel and Sue. Only 
Wingham’s Paul Hollywood will remain 
after the channel hopping. 

However, Mrs Beedle faced heartache 
recently having lost her father. 

She and her brother had to travel to 
his home in France to clear his home 
after he passed away. 

The Great British Bake Off final takes 
place on Wednesday. Last year, it was 
the single biggest show on TV pulling in 
an audience of in excess of 15 million. 

Meanwhile, Sevenoaks Apprentice 
star JD O’Brien survived another firing 
in the boardroom on the BBC show this 
week. 


Your chance to have 
say on police strategy 

MATTHEW Scott, Kent’s police and crime 
commissioner, is calling on people to take part in 
a survey which will help sculpt the creation of a 
major document outlining the strategic priorities 
for the county’s police force. 

His autumn statement will influence the compil¬ 
ing of the police and crime plan which ends on 
March 31, 2017. The new one will run until 2021. 

The Conservative, who replaced Ann Barnes 
earlier this year, said:' When writing a new plan I 
have a duty to consult with victims and the wider 
community, so I want to know what matters most to 
you. I would encourage everyone to take part. You 
do not need to provide a name or contact details. 

“This short survey is only the first stage of a 
consultation process about policing in Kent which 
will continue throughout my term. 

Deadline to complete the survey is December 
2. A summary of views will be published on this 
website. To take part, visit the PCC website at 
kent-pcc.gov.uk. 


Drive to increase the 
number of adoptions 

COUNTY chiefs have made a fresh appeal for more 
people to adopt children to coincide with National 
Adoption Week. 

Kent County Council is raising awareness of the 
children in its care who are looking for permanent 
families - particularly siblings or those with complex 
needs. 

In 2015/16, 108 children were adopted from KCC’s 
care and a further 29 have been adopted since April 
with 35 more applying for an adoption order. 

Cabinet member for specialist children’s services 
Peter Oakford said: ‘ ‘The challenge for us is finding 
the right homes for children who come from difficult 
backgrounds, who may be older, have health issues 
or developmental delay or need to find a family with 
their brothers or sisters. 

‘ We have extensive post-adoption support, 
tailor-made to your family, which lasts throughout 
their childhood and beyond. When the right match is 
made, adopting a child brings amazing rewards.’ ’ 

Contact the Kent Adoption Service for more details. 


Postcard campaign 
over weapons firm 

CHIEFS at a major business park have defended an 
arms company which has come under fire from 
campaigners as it looks to expand into Sandwich’s 
Discovery Park. 

The East Kent Campaign Against the Arms Trade 
(EKCAAT) has made a number of recent demonstra¬ 
tions against Broadstairs-based Instro Precision, amid 
concerns it produces parts for drones used in military 
strikes. 

Now, the group claims to have sent more than 200 
protest cards featuring signatures from residents 
across the county, encouraging Discovery Park 
bosses not to host its business. 

Bosses say they have received 120 postcards, 
which carry a photo of a distressed family inspecting 
drone damage in a devastated civilian home in Gaza, 
and the words ‘ ‘this is what drones do to homes. Don’t 
give Instro a new home’. 

Discovery Park chiefs, however, maintain their 
belief Instro is a legitimate, reputable business 
operating within the law. 
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Zika fears dismissed despite 
tropical mosquito eggs find 



BUGS : Carried by mosquitos, Zika has caused major problems in South America 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


FEARS of the Zika virus arriving in Kent 
have been played down after tropical eggs 
were found near Folkestone this week. 

The infection - carried by mosquito - has 
caused a number of babies in South America 
to be born with underdeveloped brains. 

And when some eggs were discovered in 
Stanford, caught in one of a number of traps 
to allow authorities to monitor such risks, 
residents became worried for their health. 

However, both Shepway District Council 
and Public Health England have moved to 
quash their fears, insisting there is no cur¬ 
rent risk involved. In addition the eggs have 
since been cleared. 

A council spokesperson said: “Following 
the discovery of some eggs of a mosquito that 
is not normally native to the UK, Public 
Health England has recommended that the 
council follow standard practice and carry 
out a treatment as a precaution to prevent 
the mosquito establishing. 

“There is no risk to people’s health or their 
family or pets from either the presence of the 
eggs or the eradication. 

“The council’s pest control contractor car¬ 
ried out a spray treatment of anywhere where 
the mosquito eggs were laid on Monday. 


“Public Health England will continue to 
monitor as part of its routine surveillance.” 

Jolyon Medlock, head of medical entomol¬ 
ogy at Public Health England, added: “We 
regularly monitor mosquito species and look 
for any which are new to the UK. 

“Through these activities we identified a 
small number of eggs from the Aedes al- 
bopictus [Asian tiger] mosquito in one trap 
in Kent. 

“Enhanced monitoring of the area was 
implemented and no further evidence of this 


mosquito has so far been found. 

“As a precaution we advised the local au¬ 
thority to use insecticide as a means of 
control and will continue to monitor the 
situation closely through our surveillance 
system. 

“There is currently no risk to public 
health in the UK.” 

Despite a wide distribution of Aedes al- 
bopictus in Europe there have been no re¬ 
ports of Zika transmission by Aedes al- 
bopictus. 


Rail travellers take 
note of key closures 

TRAVELLERS using the trains this weekend are 
being warned to check before they set out as four 
major London stations close. 

As part of the long-running engineering work 
as part of the Thameslink programme, Cannon 
Street will be closed this weekend with services 
starting and terminating at New Cross or Charl¬ 
ton. On Sunday, Charing Cross, Waterloo East and 
London Bridge are also closed. 


Station open again 
after £1.1m injection 

SNODLAND Station’s main ticket office opened 
again for the first time since 1986 this week after a 
£ 1.1m investment. 

The works included refurbishing the building 
and extending the car park. 

Passenger numbers have increased since a 
high speed service was added in 2009. 


Countess set for visit 

THE Countess of Wessex will be back in Kent next 
month as she opens a new maternity bereavement 
suite at Medway Maritime Hospital in Gillingham 
on November 1. 

Sophie, who was raised in Brenchley, and 
trained as a secretary at West Kent College, will 
be guest of honour at the opening ceremony of 
the key new facility at the hospital. 



new ranges 
new exciting styling 
new dynamic store layout 


BED EXPERTS 


Clarkes 

furnishing your home 


www.clarkesfurnishers.co.uk 
01622 753073 

SANDLING ROAD, MAIDSTONE 


VISPRING 

Luxury Beds - London 1901 
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Medway among toughest in 
south east over school fines 



MORE fines were issued to parents 
for unauthorised absence at school 
last year by Medway Council, more 
than most authorities across the 
south east, according to new data. 

If a school notifies the local 
council a child has had unauthor¬ 
ised absence, the council can issue 
the parents with a £60 fixed 
penalty notice which rises to £120 
if it isn’t paid within 21 days. 

Research obtained by law firm 
Simpson Millar found some 1,557 
penalties totalling £93,420 were 
issued during 2015/16 in Medway, 
the third highest in the region 
behind Hampshire and West Sussex 
county councils. By contrast, 
Oxfordshire County Council issued 
just 69 fines. 

Solicitor Julie Robertson said: 
“These figures are quite frankly 


staggering. What one head teacher 
agrees are special circumstances, 
another doesn’t. It is a postcode 
lottery. We need more consistency 
and, in some areas, more common 
sense.” 


A Medway Council spokesperson 
said: “In line with Department for 
Education legislation, education 
penalty notices are issued to 
parents following referrals from 
schools.” 


Council agrees site sale 
for housing development 


COUNCILLORS in Tunbridge 
Wells have given the nod to sell 
off land in the town which 
could pave the way for hun¬ 
dreds of new homes. 

A deal has been agreed with 
Berkerley Homes, subject to 
planning permission, for the 
Holly Farm site in Hawkenbury. 

The 17.74 acre site off 
Hawkenbury Road and 
Maryland Road, had been used 
for allotments and grazing. 

Both have been phased out over 
recent months, and allotment 
holders offered alternatives. 

Should the developer get the 
required planning permission 
to go ahead with the project, it 
will include homes and a new 
primary school - allowing for 
the relocation of St Peter’s 
Primary. 

The exact number of homes is 


not yet known, but Berkerley is 
understood to already own 
adjoining land, allowing more 
development. 

Tunbridge Wells Borough 
Council leader David Jukes, 
said: “I am absolutely delighted 
that after a long period of 
negotiations we are finally 
agreed on the sale of our 
council owned land which 
will enable a much-needed 
new primary school to be built 
on that site. We would hope 
that a planning application will 
be coming in the very near 
future and if all goes to plan the 
school will open in September 
2018.” 

Planning officer Jonathan 
Macdonald added: “In bringing 
this site forward I believe the 
council is making good use of 
its property assets.” 


Detective wins award 

A FORMER Kent Police detective involved in 
some of the county’s most high profile 
murder investigations has won a national 
award at the Police Federation’s National 
Detectives Forum awards ceremony. 

Dave Stevens, now retired, won the 
national services to detectives award. 


Bridge work continues 

A NUMBER of bore holes and pits are to be 
dug by the side of the road on Rochester 
Esplanade near the Bridge Chamber and 
castle as part of ongoing maintenance. 

Works will run from today to November 6 
in places as part of the work being under¬ 
taken by the Rochester Bridge Trust. 


Pub's £275k fresh look 

THE East Kent pub in Whitstable has 
reopened after a three month £275,000 
refurbishment. 

Dating back to 1802, the Shepherd Neame 
pub closed its doors six months ago. New 
licensee is father-of-three Philip Outram, 
who will run the pub with daughter Ruby. 


Park makes the top 10 

MOTE Park has been voted one of the 
nation’s top 10 favourite parks after more 
than 30,000 voted for it in an online poll. 

More than 1,700 Green Flag award-win¬ 
ning parks were eligible in the People’s 
Choice contest organised by Keep Britain 
Tidy, with the Maidstone park flying the flag. 
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Order your bathroom 
in time for Christmas! 

Morris & Turner 

BATHROOM AND FIREPLACE 
SHOWROOM 

• •• 

Visit our product packed 
showroom for design inspiration 
and practical friendly advice, 
whatever the size and budget. 


Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 0AD 
sales@morrisandturner.co.uk 

01634 813813 

www.morrisandturner.co.uk 
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Top Three Stories 



1. Kent's heritage at risk 

Historic England’s latest register published 


2. Wedding ring stolen 

Platinum diamond ring stolen on train 

3. Weekend rail changes 


Up to four London stations will be closed 



.to Operation Stack 


Everything you need to know about queuing 
lorries on the M20 



FEATURED PHOTO GALLERY: Sittingbourne s Shane ‘Shakey’ Byrne clinched a record fifth 
British Superbike Championship title last weekend. Photo by Simon Hildrew. 


Missed last week’s...? 

...YOU can read the paper online via our e-Edition at 

www. kentne ws. co.uk 


DON’T worry if you struggle 
to pick up a copy of Kent on 
Sunday, or missed a copy. 

You can access our exten¬ 
sive archive, online, through 
our website kentnews.co.uk. 
You can read the full paper, 
download articles you partic¬ 
ularly enjoy, and take a walk 


back through time with an ar¬ 
chive which stretches back 
years. 

And the best of it all, is that 
it’s all free to access. Plus, 
don’t forget, we provide a full 
news service throughout the 
week, to supplement your 
weekend read. 



Top Three Blogs 



1. Is TV on its way out? 

Have on demand services taken over? 


2. School leavers aren’t lazy 

Leave those newly-employed kids alone 

3. Grammar school risk 

Is there too big a risk of a two-tier system? 


Results of the KoS 
Online Poll 

Who will win the Great 
British Bake Off? 

Jane Beedle - 8% 

Andrew Smyth - 23% 



follow us on Twitter @kosmedia and on Facebook.com/KentonSunday 



Candice Brown - 62% 
I don’t care - 7% 



WE WILL NOT 
BE BEATEN ON 

QUALITY OR PRICE 


A++rated Windows 

The next generation of A++ triple glazed windows as 

standard. High security 10 point locking system! 


'A'- rated Fitters 


Our'A'-rated fitters are fully trained at NVQ (level 2) 
to install to British Standard Kitemark! 


'A'- rated Company 


Unique 'Gold Seal' installation service and an open & 
honest pricing policy with £1,000 anti-intrusion cover! 


Britelite 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 


Save up to £11,939 in 
home energy bills 

If your windows consist of single glazed or older 
double glazed units, replacement with our'Next 
Generation'A++ triple glazed windows will save 
you money. It can cut the energy you need to heat 
your home by up to £11,939 over 10 years. 


// Representative was knowledgeable and helpful. Surveyor 
prompt and efficient. Fitters polite, personable and prompt. 
Standard of work first class. Very satisfied with our new windows. 


Call 0800 SO SO 70 


wwwjliYinnFwindows.co.uk 


& conditions available on request from Britelite's Head Office #lf you repay the loan amount before 12 months after installation of the goods then no interest will be payable. APR 0% Example: Cash Price £2500 less deposit £250 = a loan amount of £2250. Repayable by 120 monthly payments of £33.24 
lonths after installation of the goods. Total Charge for credit = £1738.80, total Amount Repayable £4238.80, interest rate is 10.4% per annum variable Representative APR 10.9% variable. Minimum finance order value £1100. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
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PRE-REG VAUXHALL OFFERS! 


GET 


LOW RATE 

5.9% APR 

REPRESENTATIVE 


SAVE to 

£7085 


LIMITED STOCKS AVAILABLE - EXCLUSIVE TO WJ KING VAUXHALL 


16-Reg Viva SE 1.0 A/C 5dr 


• Air conditioning 

• Multi airbags 

• Electric front windows 

• Remote central locking 


From £7,795 
SAVE £2,265 
REAR PARKING SENSORS 



16-Reg Corsa Energy1.4 70PS 3dr 


• Electric stability programme 

• Six airbags 

• Heated windscreen 

• Electric front windows 


From £8,995 
SAVE £3,805 
METALLIC PAINT AVAILABLE 



16-Reg Adam Jam 1.2 70PS 3dr 


• Air conditioning 

• ABS brakes 

• Trip computer 

• Bluetooth 


From £8,995 
SAVE £3,260 
METALLIC PAINT AVAILABLE 



16-Reg Meriva Life 1.4100PS A/C 5dr 


• Air conditioning 

• Trip computer 

• 16-inch structure wheels 

• Electric windows 


From £9,995 
SAVE £3,810 

LAST FEW REMAINING 



16-Reg Mokka Exdusiv1.6115PS5dr 


• Electronic climate control 

• Bluetooth 

• Multi-function trip computer 

• Electric front and rear windows 


From £13,995 
SAVE £5,229 
METALLIC PAINT AVAILABLE 



16-Reg Antara Diamond 2.2 CDTi 163PS 5dr 

FWD 


• Air conditioning 

• 18-inch alloy wheels 

• Bluetooth 

• Heated front seats 


From £15,995 
SAVE £7,085 
METALLIC PAINT AVAILABLE 



MORE MODELS AVAILABLE - CALL FOR DETAILS 


Typical 5.9% APR finance example for Vauxhall Viva SE 1.0 5dr as advertised, personal contract purchase (PCP). 


Terms of 

48 monthly 

On the road 

Customer 

Total 

Amount 

One final 

Interest 

Total amount 

agreement 

payments 

cash price 

deposit 

deposit 

financed 

payment 

charges 

payable 

48 months 

£116.22 

£7,795.00 

£116.00 

£116.22 

£7,679.00 

£3,519.00 

£1,302.34 

£9,097.34 


TYPICAL 

5.9% APR 

Representative" 


WJ King 


www.wjking.co.uk/vauxhall 

*Service 


Welling 08448 263271 Swanley 08448 263292 Gravesend 08448 263289 

Bexleyheath 08448 263291 Woolwich 08448 263276 Bromley 08448 263282 

Farningham 08448 263296 Dartford 08448 263299 Rochester 08448 263287* 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C02 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excl. Ampera): 
Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 88.3 (3.2). C02 emissions: 373 - 85g/km. # 

tFinance based on Black Horse Personal Contract Purchase agreements) for the models shown. All offers are subject to availability and may not apply to all retailer stocks. Finance provided by Black Horse Ltd., St William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff, CF10 5BH. Finance applicants must be 18 or over Finance subject to 
status and terms and conditions. We can arrange finance and hiring facilities for you. We do not work exclusively with Black Horse Ltd. Alternative 7.9% APR finance available with lower deposit amount **Savings based on 2016 Vauxhall Price List - cost when new. Offers apply to selected pne-negistered vehicles purchased 
between 1st October 2016 and 31st October 2016, delivery dates for selected vehicles apply ^Metallic paint available at extra cost Please note, models portrayed are for illustration purposes only and may not represent actual model. WJ King reserves the right to withdraw any offer at any time. A £99 inc VAT 
Admin Fee (security checks and fuel) will be added to all vehicle purchases, this includes £20 worth of fuel. Telephone calls may be recorded for training purposes. #0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other 
non-technical factors. All prices and offers correct at time of going to press. E&OE. 
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TRIAL : A court artist’s drawing of Stefano Brizzi as he appeared at the Old Bailey this week accused of the murder of Greenhithe police officer Gordon Semple, pictured below 


Cop’s body ’dissolved in add bath’ 

Emily Pennink reports on the opening of the trial into the death of a police officer from Kent which 
started this week at the Old Bailey. WARNING: This article contains some disturbing descriptions... 



A COURT has been hear¬ 
ing grizly details of the 
death of Greenhithe po¬ 
lice office Gordon Sem¬ 
ple as the trial begins of 
the man accused of killing hime. 

Stefano Brizzi is on trial at the Old 
Bailey accused of throttling the 
59-year-old officer he had met on 
gay dating app Grindr and then at¬ 
tempting to dispose of the body in a 
variety of ways, including in an acid 
bath. 

The jury were sworn in on Tues¬ 
day and the case got under way on 
Thursday. Mr Semple, who had 
served the Metropolitan Police for 30 
years, was reported missing in April. 

DNA from the alleged victim was 
found on the blade of a blender, cook¬ 
ing pot, chopsticks, chopping board 
and grease in the oven of the 
50-year-old Italian’s kitchen, the Old 
Bailey heard. 

Investigators also found there 
were bite marks on a piece of bone 
recovered from the kitchen bin at 
Brizzi’s home and evidence that one 
of his legs had been burned, the jury 
was told. 

Prosecutor Crispin Aylett QC told 
jurors: “So, the defendant cannot 
have confined himself to dismember¬ 
ing Gordon Semple and disposing of 
his body either by acid in the bath or 
else in the dustbins. 

“Instead, the prosecution suggest 
it would be open to the jury to find 
that the defendant cooked part of his 
body and ate it.” 

PC Semple, 59, was on duty when 
he arranged to meet Brizzi, via Grin¬ 
dr, for “hot, dirty, sleazy” sex on the 
afternoon of April 1. 

Following the alleged murder, 
neighbours on the Peabody Estate in 
south London noticed a “revolting 
smell” coming from Brizzi’s flat. 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


On April 7, Brizzi was described by 
his neighbour Martin Harris as be¬ 
ing “cool as a cucumber” when he 
stopped by to inform him police had 
been called “because of the stench”, 
the court heard. 

Two officers arrived to find bottles 
of chemicals scattered in the hall 
and “blue-green liquid” in the bath 
with “flesh-coloured globules float¬ 


ing in the water”, Mr Aylett said. 

One of the officers looked inside a 
bin liner on the floor and saw a hu¬ 
man hand and part of a spine, the 
court heard. 

The defendant said he had HIV 
and had been told by Satan to “kill, 
kill, kill”, jurors heard. 

Talking to the officers at his flat, 
Brizzi allegedly said: “I was talking 
North & West 


online about Satan as a fetish - and 
crystal meth takes me to Satan. 

“I am from a Catholic family so 
when I found I was gay, I found out I 
was from Satan. I loved crystal meth 
and wanted to meet someone who 
talked about Satan.” 

He explained that he did not like 
Mr Semple, who had been fat and 
ugly, the court heard. 

Brizzi later allegedly claimed he 
had disposed of some body parts he 
had been unable to break up by tak¬ 
ing them on his bicycle to a quiet 
spot by the River Thames. 

He allegedly told police he had 
been unable to dissolve the “flab- 
bery” bits with chemicals and had 
tried to flush them down the toilet. 

Asked what was still at the flat, 
Brizzi said there was a foot, hand and 
leg “which I tried to roast as well”, 
the court was told. 

PC Semple’s head was also at the 
flat but Brizzi flushed the lungs down 
the toilet, the court heard. 

A human foot was later discovered 
by the Thames riverbank at Ber¬ 
mondsey Wall and body matter re¬ 
covered from drainpipes in Brizzi’s 
block. 

Officers returned to the flat days 
later and recovered from his compu¬ 
ter items including The Satanic Bible 
ebook, the jury heard. 

Mr Aylett suggested a perforated 
metal sheet Brizzi bought from a DIY 
store had been used as a “grater” to 
strip flesh from the alleged victim’s 
body. 

Inside the oven was a pool of PC 
Semple’s body fat and there was evi¬ 
dence of heat damage to one of his 
legs, the court heard. 

Some body parts, including inter¬ 
nal organs, muscle, fat and skin were 
not recovered, the court was told. 

While in the custody suite after his 


arrest, Brizzi allegedly said: “I 
thought I was getting away with it. I 
had nearly finished but I took a shot 
[of crystal meth]. I was going to fin¬ 
ish the job today. 

“As you can see, this man was a 
very big man and all I have left is two 
buckets.” 

As an officer typed up the custody 
record, the defendant added: “And 
another thing. Just one thing, my 
bathtub has been unusable for day. I 
would appreciate a shower.” 

A post-mortem examination re¬ 
vealed evidence of GHB and sedative 
ketamine in PC Semple’s remains. 

Jurors heard that PC Semple and 
Brizzi engaged in sexual conduct 
that involved the alleged victim hav¬ 
ing a leash put around his neck. 

Mr Aylett said: “As the defendant 
did so, it is claimed that the leash 
slipped. It was then that the defend¬ 
ant realised that Mr Semple was no 
longer breathing. 

“The defendant says that Mr Sem¬ 
ple had no pulse, the defendant was 
unable to rouse him.” 

He added: “Whether it was done as 
part of some satanic ritual, or wheth¬ 
er it occurred in the course of sexual 
activity - as the defendant now says 
- or whether any drugs that the de¬ 
fendant had taken had made him 
paranoid, the prosecution allege that 
the defendant deliberately strangled 
Gordon Semple. 

“Having murdered him, he went 
on to dismember his body before 
attempting to dispose of it in 
circumstances that amount to 
cannibalism.” 

Brizzi denies murder but has ad¬ 
mitted obstructing a coroner by dis¬ 
membering and disposing of the 
body. 

The case, which is expected to last 
three weeks, continues. 
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Is education equality impossible 
dream as selective appeal grows? 

BBC Radio Kent hosted a lively debate on the many controversial issues around the grammar school 
system. We went along to hear the views of an informed and opinionated panel of education figures.. 


By Emily King 

emiLy.king@archantco.uk 


A UTHOR and journalist 
Peter Hitchens has 
slammed claims that 
scrapping Kent’s selec¬ 
tive system would bring 
all schools to the same standard. 

Speaking at a debate staged by BBC 
Radio Kent in Canterbury this week 
on grammar education, the out-spo¬ 
ken Mail on Sunday columnist said a 
completely level playing field was not 
possible. 

Mr Hitchens, who supports gram¬ 
mars being rolled out across the coun¬ 
try, told the audience on Monday 
night at St Stephen’s Junior School: 
“To say that all schools can be great is 
as fatuous as saying all students can 
be above average. 

“Not all schools can be great, but if 
schools are going to be selective then 
they should select rationally and fair¬ 
ly based on ability, instead of basing it 
on wealth and religious faith.” 

Mr Hitchens was joined on the pan¬ 
el by Kent County Council leader Paul 
Carter; Jim Skinner, the chief execu¬ 
tive of the Grammar School Heads’ 
Association; Medway Labour group 
leader Vince Maple; headteacher of 
Ebbsfleet Academy Alison Colwell; 
and Joanne Bartley, head of the Whit- 
stable-based Kent Education Network 
which wants an end to the selective 
system. 

The selective system is once again 
under the spotlight after prime minis¬ 
ter Theresa May signalled an end to a 
ban on grammar expansion, intro¬ 
duced by Tony Blair’s Labour admin¬ 
istration in 2008. 

It means more can now be opened 
and the opportunity for some schools 
to be converted into selectives. Me- 
opham School, near Gravesend, and 
part of the Swale Academies Trust, is 
believed to be the first in the country 
to seek to make the transition after 
starting a consultation process with 
parents last month. 

However, opposition to such a move 
has intensified - spearheaded by La¬ 
bour leader Jeremy Corbyn. 

At the debate, chaired by presenter 
Julia George, all agreed the selection 
process was flawed. 

Currently pupils in Year 6 sit either 
the Kent Test or Medway Test in Sep¬ 
tember. If they secure a high score it 
gives them the chance to apply for a 
grammar berth the following month. 

However, opponents say the peril of 
tarnishing those who fail to achieve 
the necessary results “a failure” is not 
fair. 

Joanne Bartley, from the Kent Edu¬ 
cation Network, explained: “For those 
pupils not getting the required score, 
they feel less clever than their friends 
who did pass. But who’s to say they 
won’t develop later? My daughter 
failed the Kent Test and went on to get 
10 A-grade GCSEs.” 
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DEBATE : Julia George, left, hosted the panel discussion which included author and journalist Peter Hitchins 


Labour group leader on Medway 
Council, Vince Maple, highlighted the 
concerns it places on a child’s 
well-being. 

He added: “School transitions are 
really difficult anyway. Having a test 
to go alongside this makes it even 
more difficult. The school system is 
letting children and their mental 
health down.” 

Jim Skinner, CEO of the Grammar 
School Heads’ Association, and 
former principal of Beths Grammar 
School in Bexley, added he believed 
“there should be greater opportuni¬ 
ties for teenagers to move to selec¬ 


tives, from non-selectives, if they are 
doing well”. 

A point unlikely to gain support 
from non-selectives heads who al¬ 
ready see the top 20 per cent of pupils 
at 11 sent to grammars and then face 
the challenge of hitting government 
targets for GCSE results without the 
brightest students. 

The 11-Plus test - which includes 
verbal and non-verbal reasoning, as 
well as English and maths - is often 
accused of favouring the middle class¬ 
es. With state schools in the county 
prevented from coaching their chil¬ 
dren in how to pass it, it is often seen 
North & West 


as the chance for better-off parents to 
pay for tutors to help their child gain 
an advantage. 

Public schools do coach their 
youngsters, with many leaping from 
the private to state sector at 11 as a 
consequence. 

Alison Colwell, from the non-selec- 
tive Ebbsfleet Academy, said the 11- 
Plus failed children in a myriad of 
ways. 

She said: “The Kent Test shows 
more about the child’s upbringing, 
the support from their parents, the 
money their parents have to spend on 
tutors, and the problems they’ve had 


at home than it does about a child’s 
academic ability. 

“At 10, being told you’re a failure 
can stay with you all your life. 

“The grammar school debate is just 
a distraction from making all schools 
great. The government should be fo¬ 
cused on that and not the opening of 
new selective schools.” 

However, that sparked Mr Hitchens 
into life. 

He added: “All good schools select 
on some basis or another even by seg¬ 
regating the children into ability once 
they’ve arrived at the school. The 
question is how you do this.” 

KCC leader Paul Carter, who has 
supported grammar education in the 
county and backed its expansion - 
having been active in the push for a 
selective in Sevenoaks - pointed to 
what happens in Germany as an 
alternative. 

The Conservative councillor ex¬ 
plained: “In Germany they still have 
grammar schools but everyone sits a 
universal test at the age of 12. 

“Then parents and teachers togeth¬ 
er look at the outcome and decide the 
best kind of school to suit their child. 
If everyone is on a level playing field 
then this would wipe out the issue of 
the wealthy taking all of the places in 
selective schools. 

Mr Hitchens added: “Germany 
brought back grammar schools be¬ 
cause they are good for their country. 
Selective education is a producer of 
talent and provides the best education 
in the world.” 

It was not a view shared by Joanne 
Bartley. She said: “Many parents 
choose tutors and are paying £2,000 
a year to have their child mentored. 
Lots of parents believe that if they 
don’t pay for this their child won’t 
pass.” 

The Kent Test was altered two years 
ago in a move many heralded as an at¬ 
tempt to make it ‘tutor-proof’. 

While KCC chiefs have always dis¬ 
tanced themselves from that claim, 
the demand for extra tuition ahead of 
the test has shown no signs of 
slowing. 

KCC’s Paul Carter said: “Coaching 
for the Kent Test is neither needed or 
approved. And it has been made more 
ability orientated. Coaching does go 
on though, and schools have no con¬ 
trol over that.” 

Added KCC cabinet minister for ed¬ 
ucation, Roger Gough, who was in the 
audience at the debate: “When we 
changed the Kent Test a few years 
ago, it was to bring it closer to the cur¬ 
riculum. We never said it is tutor proof 
but it is more based on ability. It has to 
be a fair test, there is no control over 
tutoring but coaching by schools is 
not approved.” 

■ What do you think about the selec¬ 
tive system? Share your views and 
join the debate. Email us at edito- 
rial@kosmedia.co.uk or write to The 
Editor, KoS, Kent House, 81 Station 
Road, Ashford, TN23 1PP. 
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Established 1981 

Over 60,000 customers! 


Limited 


Celebrating over 34 years of 


0% Finance representative available 
upon request subject to status 




Don’t just 
glaze it, 


as heard on heart 


FENSA 


Our Sale Now On! 

Kent’s leading double glazing manufacturer 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 


DOUBLE GLAZED 


WINDOWS 

£1,512 
WINDOWS 
£1,890 £<3 
WINDOWS 
£2,268 Bi 
WINDOWS 


OFF ALL 


Conservatories 
& Orangeries 


Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 

the SupaUte tiled 


WINDOWS 

£1,891 i"3 

WINDOWS 

£2,364 

WINDOWS 

£2,836« 

WINDOWS 


' An extra \ 

£100 

on production 

nf thic orliroKt* .1^1.1.1111.1^11111.1 liPjiiL.LLIIJIl Vrin . 


# £3,309iSv»T 

All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


Hurry! 

Offers end 

8th 

November 


5 Chamber Profile 
Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


imTOXnRfSCTia I T ■ -J-IUT 9 r^C\ Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

MjimOilUBt J- .M BiaicU \ I 1 j Door Lock: BS3621 

Open 6 days a week REG,STEREDC0 ” PANV y ^ENiliso-f : 

Monday ■ Saturday 9am ■ 5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

01 795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. H 

01634 826 238 f www.supaglazing.com n £ 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Hight Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


‘1 per order Terms and conditions apply. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request. E&OE. 
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It’s time for your adventure. 
Become an adult nurse . 1 


For a challenging career that makes a real difference, 
study our three-year BSc Hons Adult Nursing programme 
starting January 2017. 

Based at our Medway Campus, you will undertake clinical 
placements in Medway and Gravesend/Dartford. 

You will need 280 UCAS points or equivalent, plus GCSE 
English language and mathematics at grade C or above, 
and some experience in a care setting. 

Your tuition fees will be paid and you may be eligible for 
bursary which is not repayable. 




The Fireplace 

A Family Run Business 

Wood and Multi Fuel Stoves 
Stove Package Deals Available 
Marble, Wood and Stone 
Fire Surrounds 
Bespoke Service Available 
Gas and Electric Fires 
Chimney Lining 
Full Installation Service 



6 THE 
FIREPLACE 


Visit Our Showroom 

2 Castle Court, Castle Road, Eurolink Industrial 
Estate, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 3TD 
Tel/Fax: 01795 599234 
www.the-fireplace.net 

Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9.30-4, Saturday 10-4 


For whom the 
bridge tolls as 
QEII Bridge hits 
anniversary 

A quarter of a century ago, the Queen made the 
first symbolic journey across the £120m bridge 
that carried her name and provided a precious 
relief to mounting congestion at the tunnel. We 
take a look back at its often controversial history 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


EXT weekend marks 25 years 
since the official opening of one of 
the county’s grandest and most 
controversial structures. 
Towering over the River 
Thames, the Queen Elizabeth II Bridge is an 
almost-daily source of frustration for com¬ 
muters at the notorious Dartford Crossing. 

Designed to ease congestion being felt at the 
tunnel, it was a feat of engineering which 
promised to ease traffic flows at one of the 



south east’s most notorious pinch points. 

Opened almost 30 years after the original 
first tunnel, today it is already showing signs 
of struggling under a sheer weight of 
numbers. 

It is perhaps a sign of things to come that 
within just a quarter of a century, traffic de¬ 
mands are now so high the government is 
mulling over the options for another crossing 
across the Thames in Kent to help take the 
strain. 

Development at the crossing began in the 
1930s, though it was interrupted by the Sec¬ 
ond World War, meaning a single tunnel, with 
traffic flowing in both directions, was not 
completed and open to traffic until 1963. 

A second crossing - the east tunnel - was 
then constructed and opened in 1980, with 
one route taking traffic from Kent to Essex and 
vice-versa. 

However, congestion continued to build 
over the years following the completion of the 
M2 5 motorway, and a third crossing in Dart- 
ford and Thurrock was proposed - this time to 
develop a bridge over the river. 

Control of the crossing was transferred from 
Kent County Council and Essex County Coun¬ 
cil to a private company called Dartford River 
Crossing Limited and a private finance initia¬ 
tive (PFI) concession was made, with con¬ 
struction beginning immediately after that in 
1988. 

The bridge was designed by German civil 
engineer Hellmut Homberg, and the two main 
retaining structures, known as caissons, sup¬ 
porting the bridge piers were constructed in 
the Netherlands. 

Each caisson has been designed to with¬ 
stand the impact of a strike by a ship weighing 
up to 65,000 tonnes and travelling up to 11.5 
mph. 

The bridge deck is some 200ft high, and it 
took a team of around 56 to assemble its 
structure. 

Its official opening on October 30,1991, saw 
the Queen herself drive across the bridge 
which took her name. Such was the national 
buzz around the opening, even pop music sta¬ 
tion Radio 1 broadcast live on the day from the 
bridge. 

In total it had cost £120million - around 
£250m in today’s money - which included 
some £30m for the approach roads. 

At one stage, work on an approach road 
had to be halted and the entire bridge cleared 
after an unexploded bomb dropped during 
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ANNIVERSARY: After 25 years, the QEII Bridge is an essential part of the south east’s roads infrastructure. 


Pictues: Highways England 


the Second World War was unearthed. 

It was the longest cable-stayed span of any 
bridge in Europe at the time, and remains the 
only crossing downstream of central London to 
be opened since Tower Bridge in 1894. 

Roy Hawkins, of the Dartford Historical and 
Antiquarian Society, recalls its development. 


“The general feeling was there needed to be a 
crossing because the Blackwall Tunnel and ex¬ 
isting Dartford tunnels were having problems,” 
he told KoS. 

“As soon as the work started people were 
quite pleased because it didn’t overly disrupt the 
town itself. 


“It’s out on the marshes so it was a good place 
to put it but I think people were surprised at its 
height. 

“What you were looking at on the other side 
of the river was an industrial area so people 
didn’t complain about it too much from an aes¬ 
thetic point of view - it was just like having an 


American freeway brought into our system and 
it was a boon. 

“It was not a straight forward job but it 
brought employment into the area because 
there were a lot of labouring jobs and they spent 

Continued on page 16 


SPECIAL OF 
THE WEEK 

The Faro 

fire surround back 
panel & hearth 

JUST £639! 

(fire not included) 



The Celsi Fire 

Colour-changing, 
remote control, 
wall-mounted 
electric fire 


WAS £449 

NOW £380! 



Order your fire in 
time for Christmas! 

Morris & Turner 

BATHROOM AND FIREPLACE 
SHOWROOM 

• •• 

Bespoke made to measure fireplaces 
with a wide choice of finishes. 

Visit our showroom today for some 
friendly advice and quality service. 

Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD 
sales@morrisandturner.co.uk 
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HOW ROUTE TO FREE TRAVEL GOT DIVERTED 


Continued from page 15 

money on local accommodation so it 
did have its plus sides.” 

Those economic benefits were felt 
not just at the time but throughout 
the last 25 years, as industry in Kent 
became more accessible. 

Jo James, of the Kent Invicta Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce, said: “The OEII 
Bridge has served an important na¬ 
tional function completing the M2 5 
and linking Kent to Essex. 

“However, it is currently operating 
over capacity and causing serious en¬ 
vironmental and economic challeng¬ 
es for Dartford due to the daily con¬ 
gestion and delays.” 

Dartford MP Gareth Johnson has 
lived and worked in the town and 
says he supported its construction a 
quarter of a century ago, but high¬ 
lighted a lack of forward planning to 
ensure it was aided by other infra¬ 
structure. 

“It was very much needed at the 
time,” the Conservative told KoS. 

“I was working in Essex and used to 
have to join the queues at the tunnel 
when I crossed over and for a while 
the bridge worked in reducing 
congestion. 

“But it was the last time anything 
significant was done to tackle the 
problems and we’re now playing 
catch-up because nothing was done 
for so many years to plan for future 
congestion - we should have been 
having these conversations 15 years 
ago. 

“It was, and still remains, a beauti¬ 
ful piece of engineering, but the con¬ 
gestion has gradually built up on us 
and it’s frustrating. 

“We didn’t have the foresight to re¬ 
alise the bridge was only a temporary 
measure.” 


Traffic problems at the bridge and 
tunnels have regularly made nation¬ 
al headlines in recent years, with lo¬ 
cal businesses even admitting they 
have lost out on significant revenue 
due to consistent congestion. 

In times of significant weather con¬ 
ditions, strong winds can force the 
bridge to close and that creates enor¬ 
mous pressure on traffic flows - forc¬ 
ing the tunnel to have just one bore 
for each direction. 

The fragility of such a key part of 
transport infrastructure can then be 
exposed. 

Indeed only back in February, com¬ 
muters told us they experienced their 
“worst ever” delays at the crossing, as 
Storm Imogen battered the bridge, 
leaving some motorists queuing for 
more than 10 hours. 

It reignited the calls for a third 
crossing - either at Dartford or, as ap¬ 
pear more likely, close to neighbour¬ 
ing Gravesend - to span the bridge 
and allow traffic an alternative route 
into Essex. 

Two years ago the government at¬ 
tempted to ease woes by removing 
the toll booths and introducing an 
online payment system, Dart Charge, 
to help traffic flow more freely. 

However, in addition to struggles in 
collecting payments, many users of 
the crossing say the congestion is in 
fact even worse than when the booths 
were in place as the volume of traffic 
appears to continually grow. 

Mr Hawkins, of the Dartford His¬ 
torical and Antiquarian Society, add¬ 
ed: “The congestion is actually worse 
now than it was with the toll booths, 
so how do we reconcile that? 

“You would have thought there 
would be some kind of trial scheme. 

“When there’s an accident they 


ASK any driver with a long memory 
about the OEII Bridge, and they will 
point out how the original deal was 
for the toll to stay in place until the 
monies to cover the cost of the 
ambitious project were raised - 
and then it would be free. 

And that meant that by April 2003, 
tolls would have generated enough 
to finally bid farewell to the tolls. 

To the surprise of few, however, 



block all the lanes off - you used to 
pull traffic to the side and get on with 
it. It’s absolute madness and there’s 
no common sense brought into this. 

“Everybody has to be cordoned off 


the charge remained. 

The then-Highways Agency 
decided the bridge was covered 
under the Transport Act 2000 
which allowed it to introduce 
charging on key roads, bridges 
or tunnels. 

Thus, technically, the tolls 
switched to being a simple 
charge. 

Today the toll booths are gone 

and there doesn’t seem to be this feel¬ 
ing that the roads should be as open 
as possible. 

“There used to be police traffic 
patrols to keep things moving to 
the best of their ability, but now we 
have nothing on the roads to assist 
traffic.” 

The solution, the government 
claims, is another river crossing east 
of Gravesend, which would see the 
building of a road from the start of the 
M2, heading through the Gravesham 
countryside, passing villages such as 
Shorne, before a bored tunnel would 
cross into Tilbury and join the M25. 

Yet the opposition in affected areas 
has been as vociferous as Dartford 
has been supportive, and campaign¬ 
ing against Highways England’s 
plans continues. 

Ms James added: “A new Lower 
Thames Crossing is an economic ne¬ 
cessity for the communities on both 
sides of the Thames. 

“It is vital that a decision is made 
quickly and that the investment 
is ring-fenced in the chancellor’s 
autumn statement, which is due 


and the remote charging system 
in place - forcing drivers to either 
set up pre-pay accounts or pay 
within a fixed time limit each and 
every time they use the crossing, 
either by phone or online. 

Today, cars pay £2.50 for each 
journey. When the crossing first 
opened it was two shilling and 
sixpence - the equivalent, believe 
it or not, today of charging £2. 


at the end of November. 

“A new crossing of the Thames will 
provide resilience for this strategical¬ 
ly important trade route and will sup¬ 
port the investment being made at 
the Port of Dover and the Channel 
Tunnel.” 

“We have seen some improvements 
in the Dart Charge collection sys¬ 
tem,” Mr Johnson admitted. 

“There were numerous occasions 
where people were being wrongly 
charged and many of them came to 
me and we assist them as best we can. 

“The councils, the developers, the 
haulage industry, everyone knows we 
need another crossing, but that’s 
years away. 

“We need Highways England to 
come up with innovative ideas and a 
radical solution. 

“It only takes a small incident to 
cause absolute gridlock and there are 
a range of issues that are wrong, from 
signage to road layout.” 

A final decision on the crossing 
east of Gravesend is expected by the 
end of the year, with the tunnels set to 
open by 2025 if all goes to plan. 


VISIT OUR NEW 

Bathroom 

Showroom 

Showcasing some of the latest 
bathroom furniture and fixtures 
as well as plumbing and heating 
solutions, this is the perfect place to 
come when deciding on your new 
bathroom! 




• Expert advice 


• Friendly service • Leading brands • Open 6 days a week 


Units 8 & 9, Cliffe Yard, Anthony’s Way, 

Medway City Estate, Rochester ME2 4DY 

Tel 01634 560410 | WWW.hpsmerchant.CO.uk Heating Plumbing Supplies 
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LIVE RUNWAY SHOWS 
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BEAUTIFUL BRIDAL LING* 
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GIFTS 


BEAUTY 


LINGERIE 


'Wav.vibezadultb6utique.co.uk 


We also have our very own French Inspired Beauty Parlour 
• ■ # # 
located within our Aylesford Boutique, Let ds pamper you 

or your loved one. Gift Vouchers are available- 7 -*/ '•rflinli 


FREE^CUCK&COLLECT^ NOW AVAILABLE! 
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SUCCESS : Winners show off their awards, above, and host Andy Garland, from BBC Radio Kent, below. All pictures courtesy of Manu Palomeque/Kent Life 

Raising a glass to county's finest 

A glitzy bash took place this week for the Kent Life and Kent on Sunday Food & Drink Awards; our 
annual celebration of the county’s very best producers and products. Find out who was crowned here 


By Adele Couchman 

adele.couchman@archant.co.uk 


H undreds turned 

out at a glitzy event 
at Ashford Interna¬ 
tional Hotel on Mon¬ 
day evening for the 
Kent Life and Kent on Sunday 
Food & Drink Awards. 

Now in its fourth year, the 
awards showcase the best the re¬ 
gion’s food and drink industry has 
to offer, including local producers 
and suppliers, small farming busi¬ 
nesses, chefs, restaurants, pubs 
and hoteliers - which are all nom¬ 
inated by readers. 

Having narrowed down a short¬ 
list for the categories celebrating 
the greatest in food and drink pro¬ 
ducers and providers around the 
county, the winners were selected 
by a panel of high-profile individ¬ 
ual judges, who all live and work 
in Kent. 

The winners were announced, 
following a three-course meal, by 
BBC Radio Kent presenter Andy 
Garland at the black-tie event in 
front of a packed audience. 

Among them were Julian 
Barnes of Biddenden Vineyards. 
He scooped Kent Food and Drink 
Hero of the Year - the top award of 
the evening designed to celebrate 
an individual who promotes 
the Kent food and drink scene, 
contributes to the community 
and enthuses people with their 



passion for local produce. 

“It was very humbling to be 
pulled out of a room full of people 
for recognition of what myself and 
my team do,” said Mr Barnes, 
whose family-run business pro¬ 
duce around 80,000 bottles of 
wine, half a million bottles of ap¬ 
ple juice and 350,000 litres of ci¬ 
der every year. 

“We’re all about championing 
Kent’s produce and showing 
where it derives from so people 
can see how their food and drink 
comes together.” 

Read’s in Faversham won the 
prestigious Restaurant of the 
Year, with judges looking out for 
interesting and innovative menus 
featuring local produce, helpful 
and knowledgeable staff and also 
great value for money. 

Set in a Georgian manor house, 
owner and Michelin-starred head 
chef David Pitchford co-owns 
Read’s with his wife Rona. Mr 
Pitchford said: “We have run 


Read’s for close to 40 years, and 
we feel elated to have won this 
award. 

“People think we have been do¬ 
ing this for years, but an award 
like this is just important to us 
now as it was years and years 
ago.” 

Food Producer of the Year went 
to Kent Collection Smokehouse & 
Charcuterie in Cranbrook, with 
Graham Garrett of the West 
House Restaurant in Biddenden 
winning Chef of the Year - who 
was chosen for producing high 
quality food and local dishes. 

The Tyler’s Kiln in Tyler’s Hill, 
Canterbury, won the Pub of the 
Year category - which required 
contenders to stock a wide range 
of real ales supporting local brew¬ 
eries. Formerly called the Ivy 
House, the pub recently under¬ 
went a £1 million facelift for its 
opening in January 2015 - a time 
when many pubs were closing. 

Co-owner Allister Collins said: 
“We were ecstatic and delighted 
to win this award seeing as we 
only opened last year and every¬ 
one works so hard here. 

“The pub took two and a half 
years in the making and we take 
pride in our attention to detail. 

“It’s the first time we have been 
recognised for such a big award 
and we’ve seen more people com¬ 
ing through the doors this week 
as a result of it.” 

The Customer Service of the 


Year award went to Hendricks of 
Hythe, a chocolaterie specialising 
in hand-rolled and moulded truf¬ 
fle chocolates. 

Owner Tamsin Cullen said the 
secret to her success was creating 
a “home from home” environ¬ 
ment for people coming to the 
shop: 

“I couldn’t believe we had won 
the award. We were nominated 
by our customers without us 
knowing, so it was a lovely 
surprise. 

“There is a lovely buzz here and 
no purchase is too small. People 
tell me they feel as if they are com¬ 
ing into a family environment 
and we will always listen to them 
and have a chat. 

“We have lots of people who 
come here on their own and they 
always get talking to other cus¬ 
tomers, so there is a real commu¬ 
nity vibe.” 

Tony Little, commercial direc¬ 
tor of Archant - parent company 
of both Kent on Sunday and Kent 
Life - said: “Kent has a wonderful 
reputation for producing fantastic 
food and drink; it’s therefore fit¬ 
ting we get to meet and recognise 
many of the people who contrib¬ 
ute so much to bringing this repu¬ 
tation to life. 

“We’d like to thank all those 
who entered for taking part, to 
our judges for making the tough 
decisions and to our sponsors for 
making it all happen.” 


THE FULL LIST OF WINNERS 


Newcomer of the Year: 

Sulston’s Kitchen, Tonbridge 

Drink Producer of the Year: 

Anno Distillers, Marden 

Farmers’ Market of the 
Year: 

West Mailing Farmers’ Market 

Farm Shop of the Year: 


Lower Hardres Farm Shop, 
Canterbury 

Independent Food and 
Drink Retailer of the Year: 

Macknade Fine Foods, Faver¬ 
sham 

Cafe of the Year: 

Finch House Cafe & Bakery, 
Tonbridge 


Customer Service of the Year: 

Hendricks of Hythe 

Restaurant of the Year: 

Read’s Restaurant with Rooms, 
Faversham 

Chef of the Year: 

Graham Garrett, of The 
West House Restaurant, 
Biddenden 


Food Producer of the Year: 

Kent Collection Smokehouse & 
Charcuterie, Cranbrook 

Pub of the Year: 

The Tyler’s Kiln, Canterbury 

Kent Food and Drink Hero 
of the Year: 

Julian Barnes, of Biddenden 
Vineyards 



astley 


50 UK TOUR 2017 

PERFORMING THE GREATEST HITS & 

SONGS FROM HISJEW ALBUM 50 

Friday 16 th June 

Bedgebury Pinetum 

Nr Tunbridge Wells, Kent 
Tickets: 03000 680400 

Buy online/info: forestry.gov.uk/music f©r©STuV6 


5 DAY COACH BREAK 
TO SCOTLAND - £204 


Friday 9™ December 


Loch Awe Hotel Argyllshire 

STB*** 


mountains 
& Mistletoe 

A 5 day break staying 
at our Loch Awe Hotel. 
This attractively priced 
holiday is a celebration 
of the festive period to 
get you in the mood 
for Christmas and New 
Year.There will be an 
excursion everyday 
including the Inverarary, 
Arrochar, entrance to 
Cruachan Power Station, 
Oban & Stirling, along 
with a wonderful party 
atmosphere in the hotel. 



LOCHS 

GLENS 


TOUR INCLUDES: 


•4 Nights Half Board 
. Nightly 
entertainment 
• Excursions 

Jk* 


PICKUP FROM: 


Margate, 

Birchington, 

Canterbury, 

Sittingbourne 



Holidays are fully bonded. 
School Road, Gartocharn, 
G83 8RW 


LOCHS.COM 01389 713713 
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Don’t ignore danger 
of deers on our roads 


Rutting season is here and that means the animals are 
more likely to stray onto our roads and cause accidents... 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

M otorists have been 
warned to take extra 
care on the roads as 
deers enter mating 
season - and that 
means more straying on to our roads 
and potentially causing accidents. 

Between October and December is 
the autumn mating season known as 
the rut. And it means the large ani¬ 
mals who normally stay hidden in 
woodland, will be moving location 
more than usual. 

Which means more than ever are 


TO help understand where deer 
strike incidents are most likely to 
occur, motorists can help by 
reporting them at the Deer Aware 
website at deeraware.com. 

There, drivers can find some 
more advice on how to avoid a 
collision and on how to collect vi- 


likely to be strolling on to our roads 
unaware of the danger they pose to 
both themselves and startled 
motorists. 

Highways England says deer cause 
around 74,000 incidents each year 
across the UK - with 20 people being 
killed as a result and 700 hurt. 

For the deer, being struck can cause 
instant death or a lingering one if 
they then limp off badly injured. Ex¬ 
act figures for the numbers hurt or 
killed are not known as there is no le¬ 
gal necessity to report them. 

So now the agency is advising mo¬ 
torists to take extra care - especially 
in places like Ashdown Forest, near 


tal data in the event of an 
accident. 

The organisation said: “Our 
research is the only national ef¬ 
fort to collect data that could be 
used to save lives - the informa¬ 
tion you submit is an essential 
part of this important effort.” 


Tunbridge Wells, and Challock, near 
Ashford, where deer are known to 
stray onto roads which cut through 
dense woodland. 

In Kent, there were some 70 inci¬ 
dents reported last year with the low¬ 
est in recent years 54 in 2012 and the 
highest 88 in 2014. 

The Deer Initiative is a partnership 
of statutory, voluntary and private 
interests dedicated to “ensuring the 
delivery of a sustainable, well-man¬ 
aged wild deer population in England 
and Wales”. 

A spokesman explained: “Bear in 
mind these are the reported figures. 

“We have on average about 4,000 
records for each of these years, and 
an estimated 40,000 deer vehicle col¬ 
lisions per year across England. This 
could be extrapolated to suggest that 
numbers of DVCs (deer vehicle colli¬ 
sions) in Kent are more likely in the 
region of 600-800 per year.” 

The collisions are said to cost the 
country some £50 million plus in in¬ 
juries and car damage. 

According to the last deer vehicle 
collision report, between 2003 and 
2010, there were 440 incidents in the 


HOW TO REPORT DEER STRIKES 



county. And between 1999 and 2010, 
there have been 25 personal injury 
accidents involving deer. 

Drivers are urged to slow down in 
danger areas especially between sun¬ 
set and midnight and again around 
sunrise. 

Jamie Cordery, from the Kent office 
of the Deer Initiative, explained con¬ 
trol of deer populations was key to the 
issue: “Keeping numbers down is vi¬ 
tal to reduce damage to crops and of 
course minimise accidents on the 
road. 

“Culling has been around ever 


since humans and deer started 
mixing.” 

Geoff Parsons, at Kent and Sussex 
Deer Control, says keeping popula¬ 
tions down is vital for the 
countryside. 

He told us: “Kent is not as bad as 
some places. You get a lot of deer 
around Lamberhurst and some in 
Ashford. 

“You do get muntjac deer around 
Sevenoaks, but they are not too much 
of a problem as they are quite small; 
about the size of a dog. 

“Frant, which is right on the Kent 
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HIGHWAYS ENGLAND: 
ADVICE TO DRIVERS 










CAUTION : Motorists should heed 
advice about to reduce the chance of 
accidents on our roads due to deers 

and East Sussex border, also sees a lot 
of deer accidents, and of course Ash¬ 
down Forest where there is always a 
problem. 

“They are prolific breeders which 
means the populations in Kent are 
growing. Fallow herds can increase 
30 to 40 per cent per annum. Farm¬ 
ers have problems with them eating 
crops and what they don’t eat, they 
flatten by laying down in large num- 



SWIFT: Deer populations can grow fast as is seen across the county 


bers. Left to their own devices, the 
increase will start affecting the food 
chain. 

“We had one chap ring us the other 
day saying deer had decimated all the 
fruit trees in his garden. He lost the lot. 

“Another farm last year we had to 
hit quite hard because things were 
getting out of control.” 

He said they can also spread Lyme 
disease, lung worm and liver fluke, 
and the more their populations are 
squeezed together by urban sprawl, 
the worse this will get. 

Mr Parsons added: “We keep their 
numbers down to a controllable level. 
We have nothing against the deer, 
but we do important and vital work. 
There is need for our work.” 


Robin Shilling, with the same or¬ 
ganisation, said: “We need to keep 
the numbers under some sort of con¬ 
trol and to do that perhaps we need 
land owners to take on more respon¬ 
sibility of deer on their land. 

“It is a serious problem. My secre¬ 
tary’s son was killed by a deer colli¬ 
sion some time back.” 

But Dr Sue Young is head of conser¬ 
vation, policy and evidence at the 
Kent Wildlife Trust. 

She told us: “The majority of deer in 
Kent are on the south west border. 

“So far this year, we have not had 
any reports of seeing dead deer at the 
side of the road. 

“Drivers need to be aware of the 
possibility of deer and be aware of 


WHEN you see deer warning 
signs or are travelling through a 
heavily wooded or forested 
stretch of road, check your 
speed and stay alert. 

■ If your headlights are on, 
use full-beams when you can; 
but dip them if you see deer, as 
they may ‘freeze’. 

■ More deer may follow the 


them as an additional hazard. 

“A cull is not needed in Kent and 
the number of deer in Kent is not 
something that has come up. 

“We would encourage people to re¬ 
port wildlife sightings to the Kent Bio¬ 
logical Records Centre. The more 
records we have of where things are, 
the better we can understand conser¬ 
vation needs in the county.” 

Steve Alton, the conservation offic¬ 
er at Ashdown Forest near Tunbridge 
Wells, said: “It is such a serious prob¬ 
lem around here that we have now 
taken on a specialist deer officer. 

“He has been in the job for only a 
month and the first thing to do is actu¬ 
ally find out how big our population of 
deer is, because we can currently only 
guess at around 2,500 female fallow 
deer. And where they move to and 
from would be useful too. 

“We have around 200-and-some- 
thing collisions a year. There are 
speed limits but drivers don’t keep to 
them. Speed camera sites are chosen 
where there are more people than 
deer so they don’t really help, al¬ 
though we have raised the idea of 
them. 


first one you see. 

■ Be prepared to stop. Try not 
to suddenly swerve to avoid a 
deer. Hitting oncoming traffic or 
another obstacle could be even 
worse. 

■ If you have to stop, use your 
hazard warning lights. 

■ Do not approach an injured 
deer - it could be dangerous. 


“What I would like to see is a fence, 
at least six foot high, around the fast¬ 
est part of the A22 just to try and 
limit opportunities for them to stray 
onto the roads where drivers cannot 
react in time. 

“We did start a small-scale deer 
cull two years ago which is ongoing. 
But we are making progress in the 
right direction.” 

Tony Sangwine is senior principal 
environmental adviser at Highways 
England. 

He said: “Our top priority is safety, 
which is why we are working with 
the Deer Initiative to warn motorists 
about these particular risks. Deer are 
highly active at this time of the year, 
meaning they can suddenly appear 
on the road, at both dawn and dusk. 

“With most deer movement coin¬ 
ciding with key commuting hours, 
we are urging drivers to be more 
aware so that they can complete their 
journeys on our roads safely and 
without incident.” 

Some 1.5million deer live wild in 
the UK. There are six main species, 
roe, red, skia, Chinese water, muntjac 
and fallow. 


Apply to study learning disabilities nursing 


For a career that makes a real difference, study our three-year BSc Hons 
Learning Disabilities Nursing programme at our Avery Hill Campus starting 
March 2017 with placements in NHS and non-NHS settings in Kent and Sussex. 



There are no tuition fees and you may be eligible for an NHS bursary or NHS 
secondment similar to a salaried contract. 



If you are committed to improving the health and well-being of people with 
learning disabilities, come and meet our staff, discuss entry criteria, support 
and career opportunities. 


It's time for your adventure. 


Health and Social Care 
Open Evenings 
Wednesday 5 October and 
Wednesday 2 November 4-8pm, 
Avery Hill Campus 


gre.ac.uk/healthopenevenings 
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Fresh blood fury over May snub 



By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


A VICTIM of the contami¬ 
nated blood scandal has 
slammed the prime 
minister after she ruled 
out a much longed for 
public inquiry. 

In an exchange of correspondence 
between Theresa May and Labour 
MP Diana Johnson, who had called 
for an inquiry during prime minis¬ 
ter’s questions in the House of Com¬ 
mons last month, the PM appeared to 
dismiss her previous hint she was 
considering a major independent 
probe into the issues. 

The blood contamination scandal 
saw the majority of infections occur 
during the 1970s and ’80s when 
blood products - primarily used to 
treat haemophiliacs - were sourced 
from a variety of places. 

Among them was blood coming 
out of the US where companies, des¬ 
perate to meet increasing demand, 
used donors which included drug ad¬ 
dicts and prisoners. 

Haemophiliacs suffer from a condi¬ 
tion where their blood does not clot 
as it should. That means when they 
bleed, often it cannot be stopped 
without treatment. 

Many received, often as children, a 
blood product called Factor VIII. This 
they took as a temporary measure to 
allow their blood to clot and was pre¬ 


scribed by the NHS. But it was often 
infected with blood that carried the 
likes of hepatitis C and HIV. 

It is estimated some 4,800 haemo¬ 
philiacs were infected with hepatitis 
C, which causes damage to the liver 
often resulting in cancer, while 
1,200 of those were also infected 
with HIV - the virus that leads to 
AIDS. 

Among those infected were a 
number from Kent. 

It is estimated some 2,000 have 
died as a consequence. 

Former PM David Cameron gave 
the first apology from the British gov¬ 
ernment for the scandal and an¬ 
nounced a review of the compensa¬ 
tion package available. But many 
victims say the results of that remain 
inadequate - pointing to lives, ca¬ 
reers and families ruined and only a 
sizeable lump sum payment being 
sufficient. 

Pressure is now being applied for a 
Hillsborough-style independent pan¬ 
el to uncover the truth behind what 
happened and why contaminated 
blood was able to be used in such 
products to such a vulnerable group. 

Having said she would look into 
the possibility of such an inquiry at 
PMOs, a letter from the PM to blood 
campaigner Diana Johnson revealed 
“the government does not believe 
another inquiry would be in the 
best interests of sufferers and their 
families”. 

She apologised to those affected 


but said “it is unlikely a public in¬ 
quiry would provide further infor¬ 
mation”, following previous inde¬ 
pendent inquiries conducted by Lord 
Archer and Lord Penrose. 

It enraged Broadstairs’ Steve Dy- 
mond. The 60-year-old was infected 
with hepatitis C when he took Factor 
VIII as a child. 

He said: “Her refusal in her letter of 
30 September makes her personal 
apology to those affected ring both 
hollow and false. 


“By deliberately misconstruing 
this request for an independent pan¬ 
el, claiming that no new information 
would be forthcoming, is as disingen¬ 
uous as it is alarming. 

“Only two weeks ago, as reported 
in KoS, Lord Owen revealed the wil¬ 
ful destruction of his private and 
ministerial papers whilst minister of 
health and the refusal of Department 
of Heath officials to assist the Archer 
inquiry is common knowledge. 

“What can there be to hide? In in¬ 


sisting so inelegantly and heavy 
handedly the government is not to 
blame or at fault for what has been 
called ‘the worst treatment disaster 
in the history of the NHS’ can only 
lead to suspicion. 

“This latest refusal to be open and 
allow the truth about the history of 
contaminated blood to be revealed 
fully and frankly, demonstrates yet 
again the disdain and contempt 
Whitehall reserves for the sufferers 
and victims of contaminated blood.” 



Harley Street 
Fertility Clinic 


Suite 33, 40 Churchill Square 
West Mailing, Kent 
ME19 4YU 


Fertility Open Evening 


A great opportunity to learn 
more about us and the fertility 
treatments we offer within an 
informal setting at our new 

King's Hill clinic. 

We welcome you to come 
and meet our team of experts, 
who will be on hand to 
offer free mini consultations 
during the evening. 

Thursday, 10 November 2016 
at 6 pm 


To book your place, 
call us now: 

020 7436 6838 

www.hsfc.org.uk 

info(ahsfc.org.uk 
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Book Now! 

Our open 
evening places 
are limited 


CMB PROMOTIONS PRESENTS 

FOSTERMLILEN 

-IN CONCERT- 

40TH ANNIVERSARY UK TOUR 



DART FORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE 


BOOK online orchardtheatre.co.uk 

TICKET OFFICE 01332 320000 
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Autumn 

ClearancetSale 


Bennett £>Brown 

The furnftiir^ferolrts Since 1925 


BEDS & MATTRESSES AT CLEARANCE PRICES 


SAVING 


YOU PAY 

REYLON Arundel Kingsize 2+2 Drawer Divan set 

mrtp £2.499 

£1,749 

ONLY ONE! 

£750 

REYLON Cashmere Super Kingsize 180x200cm med & soft tension zip & link set 

mrrp £6.299 

£4,304 

ONLY ONF' 

£1,995 

VISPRING Elite standard double 135x190cm Divan set medium tension 

mrrp LI .420 

£1,225 | 

ONLY ONE! 

£1,195 

HYPNOS Orthocare Kingsize 2 drawer / hideaway Divan set 

mrrp £1,758 

£863 | 

ONLY ONE! 

£895 

VISPRING Herald superb Kingsize 150x200cm medium/firm duo tension 

mrrp £4.710 

£2,415 

ONLY ONE! 

£2,295 

RELYON Ortho pocket extreme kingsize 150x200cm complete with 
matching headboard and divan 

mrtp £2.498 

£1,403 | 

ONLY ONE! 

£1,095 


Choices deluxe standard double 135x190cm end opening ottoman set 
complete with matching headboard 

mrrp £2,220 

£1,325 lONLY ONE! 

| £895 

Choices Supreme std. single size quality pocket sprung divan set 90X190cm 
Choices 4ft 3/4 size 2+2 drawer divan set with matching headboard 

mrrp £670 

mrrp £1.170 

£385 bNLYONEll £285 
£695 loNLY ONEll £475 

SOFAS & CHAIRS AT CLEARANCE PRICES 





Goathland traditional 3 seater sofa & matching chair mrrpf i,es9 

Parker Knoll Albany 3 seat power recliner sofa mrrp £2.484 

Windsor dual motor lift & rise electric motorised recliner chair with a low seat height 

£664 bNLYONEll £1,195 

£1.389 bNLYONEll £1,095 

(excl. VAT) £1,000 

G PLAN Mistral 2 seater brown leather sofa 

mrrp £2,507 

£1,012 1 

ONLY ONE! 

£1,495 

Spitfire 2 seater sofa 

mrrp £1,790 

£1,245 

ONLY ONE! 

£545 

STRESSLESS Kensington chair and footstool in quality leather 

mrrp £2.039 

£944 | 

ONLY ONE! 

£1,095 

BALMORAL Petite power recliner in cream leather 

mrrp £2.537 

£1,042 | 

ONLY ONE! 

£1,495 

LOUNGE & DINING ROOM FURNITURE 





Gola Bergen oval extending table & four chairs in oal 

mrrp £2.505 

£1.510 bNLY ONE! 

£995 

Classic Reproduction Mahogany table with 6 chairs (inc 2 carvers ) 

mrrp £3.840 

f2.245 bNLY ONE! 

£1,595 

Cirrus solid oak table and 6 chairs 

mrrp £2.232 

£1.237 bNLY ONE! 

£995 

Skovby coffee table 

mrrp £762 

£612 bNLY ONE! 

£150 

Cobham extending half moon table & 2 chairs 

mirp £605 

£506 bNLY ONE! 

£99 

Havanna 2 door sideboard 

mrrp £879 

£584 

ONLY ONE! 

£295 

Havanna Coffee Table 

mrrp £399 

£274 | 

ONLY ONE’ 

£125 


ALL OF OUR BEDS & FURNITURE ARE INCLUDED IN THE 

AUTUMN CLEARANCE SALE 

WELLS RELYON BEDS ARE ALL 50 % OFF 
VISPRING UP TO 50 % OFF 
TEMPUR BEDS UP TO 50% OFF 


PRICE 

MATCH 

PROMISE 


•A 't art sr that fur tAt£*£iv£ 

trf furniture tht very 

best value fr> *hat Irv *vie 

ursUleely evervt of f&oitru? a*. identical 
product elsewhere a* p tow**-price. we 
promise to r» cetu» au.y c4eat 

e*w n ^lee-tV-Uiee basis, at tine poirwt of 
e»rde» ...evew u\te»wet offers! 


IftIUNi. mis VOUt lltH WIIH 

you whi n visrnNU oyj* 

SHOWROOM M >l< li^ro AN 

ADDITIONAL 

— t m 

Al K» AI>Y KKW.tCHJ S MJ I'Ril 



21-24 Windmill Street Gravesend Kent DAI2 IAS 
Telephone 01474 352235 | www.bennettandbrown.com 
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A FRESH START, THE QUIET LIFE 



12 Month Licence 


24 Hour Security 


No Estate Agent Fees 


Pet Friendly 


Lodges From £85,900 


Office & Shop 
Open 7 Days A Week 


Part Exchange Available 


Release Equity, Example: 

CURRENT PROPERTY: 

£200,000 

PARK HOME PURCHASE: 

£ 150,000 

CASH BACK: 

£ 50,000 


AS SEEN 
ON TV 


iiiMW 

Fully Furnished Park Homes & Lodges 


woodlands 01580 291216 

COU NTR Y P ARK www.leisureparksuk.co.uk 

T 7 ~ T“?plT r T' Tenterden Road, Biddenden 
K h. \ I Kent TN27 8BT 

sales@leisureparksuk.co.uk 
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Buildings join the ‘at risk’ register 



By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


NUMBER of buildings in 
the county have been 
added to this year’s Her¬ 
itage At Risk Register. 
However, the good 
news is that while there are 28 sites 
added to the list, compiled by Historic 
England, across the south east, some 
53 have been removed. 

The At Risk Register provides an 
annual snapshot of the condition of 
some of the south east’s most impor¬ 
tant historic buildings, sites, monu¬ 
ments and places. 

Among those added this year is 
Mersham Court Barn, in Mersham, 
near Ashford. 

Historic England says the Grade II* 
listed building is a large, fine and rare 
timber-framed threshing barn dating 
probably from the 15th century. 

It said: “It has been added to the ‘at 
risk’ register this year because the 
barn has for some time been suffering 
from water damage caused by a leak¬ 
ing roof and structural movement af¬ 
ter falling out of agricultural use. 

“The barn’s roof tiles have recently 
been removed and although the roof 
has been temporarily protected with 
plastic sheeting, this covering is not 
comprehensive and will not last in¬ 
definitely. Solutions are being sought 
which will allow the barn to be re¬ 
stored and a new use found for it 
which is compatible with its special 
architectural qualities.” 


Also added to the list were three 
conservation areas in Swale; Milton 
Regis, Newington High Street, and 
Upchurch. 

Additional listed buildings includ¬ 
ed are St Martin’s Church, Ryarsh; 
Church of St Mary, Frittenden; 
Church of St Michael, Offham, 
Church of St Mary Magdalene, Cob- 
ham; and St Nicholas in Pluckley. 

However, those coming off the list 
include the Grade II* listed Sheerness 
Dockyard Houses, and St Dunstan’s 
Church in the High Street at 
Cranbrook. 

Historic England said: “This is a 
tale of a remarkable change of for¬ 
tunes for the former officers’ houses 
at Sheerness historic dockyard. 

“Built in the 1820s to designs by 
the architect to the Navy, George Led- 
well Taylor, these houses demon¬ 
strate the high quality of construc¬ 
tion and decoration that the Navy 
was capable of in the period and the 
luxury accommodation afforded to 
its officers. 

“These houses within the dock¬ 
yard’s secure perimeter wall were 
converted to offices and subsequently 
fell out of use after the Navy left 
Sheerness in 1960. They were consid¬ 
ered to be ‘at risk’ because their con¬ 
dition was deteriorating and possibil¬ 
ities for their re-use were rapidly 
diminishing. However, a consortium 
of private owners co-ordinated by the 
Spitalfields Trust purchased the site 
in 2011. 

“They were removed because the 


new owners of these now private 
houses have just completed an exten¬ 
sive restoration project carried out to 
the highest standards. A further 
phase of works to the nearby burnt- 
out Dockyard Church is now being 
planned.” 

The other step forward featured St 
Dunstan’s in Cranbrook. 

Historic England said: “It is a large 
medieval parish church at the centre 
of Cranbrook. It was ‘at risk’ because 
of problems with the large west tower. 
It is constructed of the local Wealden 
Sandstone, which, despite withstand¬ 
ing the weather for several hundred 
years, has been decaying in long hor¬ 
izontal bands. 


“This has been worse on the south 
and west sides of the church which is 
the direction of the prevailing winds. 
St Dunstan’s Church has now been 
removed from the ‘at risk’ register fol¬ 
lowing major repairs to the south and 
west elevations and the north and 
east elevations, funded by the Herit¬ 
age Lottery Fund.” 

Other removals from the register 
include ring ditch monuments in 
Thanet, several churches in Lark- 
field, Ramsgate and Cranbrook, plus 
the Dalby Square conservation area 
in Cliftonville. 

Overall in the south east, 86 Grade 
I and II* buildings, 217 scheduled 
monuments, 104 places of worship, 


24 registered parks and gardens, one 
battlefield, four protected wrecks and 
70 conservation areas are at risk of 
neglect, decay or inappropriate 
change. 

Clare Charlesworth, the principal 
advisor for the register, said: “From 
coastal defence batteries to landscape 
parks, there are many challenges 
when sites become at risk. 

“Historic England continues to in¬ 
vest grant aid and to dedicate time 
and expertise working with owners, 
developers and communities to find 
solutions to rescue precious sites in 
the South East so people can continue 
to enjoy them and the stories they tell 
about our past.” 



GIRUNGS’ 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
HELPDESK 

Call us on 0845 2221 999 

or Text “compensation” to 88802 
For a FREE, no obligation chat about your claim for 
negligent medical treatment 



www.girlingpersonalinjury.co.uk 

KENT no win no fee specialists 


BDL GAS SERVICES 

EH 01634 232048 4) 

9 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7HX www.bdlgasservices.co.uk 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 
IN RAINHAM FOR OVER 16YRS 

ALL YOUR GAS APPLIANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF 

Supply, Install and service Boilers & Central Heating systems 
Fires Gas & Electric • Water heaters • Wall heaters • Cookers Gas & Electric 



Free surveys for installation • Landlord certificates • Natural Gas & LPG 
Huge range of high efficiency fires made in the UK with a 5yr warranty 
All engineers Gas Safe registered • Medway Fair Trader member 

Supply and install Wood, Marble & Stone 
Fireplaces fully bespoke if required 
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Energy park keeps foot on power 


A former colliery in east Kent is set to be transformed as part of multi-million pound project. We took 
a visit to watch the topping out ceremony for the green energy visitor centre at the Betteshanger site... 


By Adele Couchman 

adeLe.couchman@archant.co.uk 


P LANS for a £40 million 
sustainable park near Deal 
have reached a new mile¬ 
stone with a green energy 
visitor centre due to open 
next spring. 

Built on the site of the former Bette¬ 
shanger colliery which closed in 
1989, the new £8 million visitor com¬ 
plex will include a Green Energy Cen¬ 
tre and the Kent Mining Museum to 
preserve the history and heritage of 
the county’s mining communities. 

The project is the first phase of the 
Betteshanger Sustainable Parks 
scheme, which was conceived by the 
Hadlow Group as part of the regener¬ 
ation of the former colliery. The 
121-hectare site, which was one of 
the largest brownfield sites in Kent, 
will see the once derelict coal mining 
field turned into a centre for green 
technology business. 

The second phase of the develop¬ 
ment will include Betteshanger Busi¬ 
ness Park - a low carbon and sustain¬ 
able business and education park for 
companies in food security, environ¬ 
mental technology and green tech¬ 
nologies. Supporters say the site 
could be open as early as September 
2018, with the entire sustainable 
parks scheme set to create more than 
1,000 jobs and generate £6.2 million 
annually for the local economy. 

Backed by the Hadlow Group, funds 
for the project already include £llm 
of public sector investment - with 
plans to secure another £10m of pub¬ 
lic money. 

Mark Lumsden-Taylor, deputy 
group principal and deputy CEO at 
the Hadlow Group, said the project is 
integral to the economic regenera¬ 
tion of east Kent. 

He explained: “We are a county 
college and we initially didn’t have a 
significant presence in the east of the 
county. 

“But after we got rated outstanding 
by Ofsted in 2010, we set ourselves 
the objectives of expanding our over¬ 
all portfolio of business.” 

The college has its traditional base 
near Tonbridge but has recently 
expanded. 

Mr Lumsden-Taylor added: “We felt 
responsible and duty bound to make 
a difference in this park. By doing 
what we’ve done, we’ve given east 
Kent a proper regeneration project. It 
needs jobs, it needs investment and it 
needs economics. 

“We’re an organisation that isn’t 
just about education but about eco¬ 
nomic and social change.” 

Betteshanger Sustainable Park di¬ 
rector Richard Morsley added: “We’re 
creating a new visitor centre housing 
the Kent Mining Museum, Green En¬ 
ergy Centre and fantastic new sport¬ 
ing facilities. 

“But it’s also more than that - it’s a 
social and economic regeneration 
project that’s going to generate a sig¬ 
nificant amount back into the local 
economy.” 

No strangers to a rescue project, 





- i 

111 


! 


1 


= 

ffEP* 



PLANS : Top and bottom pix - how the park will look when fully complete. Centre, VIPs at the topping out ceremony to celebrate its progress to date 



the Hadlow Group took over the run¬ 
ning of K College sites in Tonbridge, 
Tunbridge Wells and Ashford in 2014 
after the troubled college was split up 
having amassed debts of £16m. 

“Over the past 15 years, we have 
transformed people’s lives. Trying to 
work out how many students lives 
we’ve changed is well over 100,000,” 
explains Mark Lumsden-Taylor 

Education provision will also be ex¬ 
panded at Betteshanger at the busi¬ 
ness incubation unit and educational 
centre due for completion in 2018, 
which will provide education in rural 
and alternative technologies for 500 
students. 

Mr Lumsden Taylor told KOS: “We 
will deliver vocational business fo¬ 


cused education and supporting 
young people to get into industry. 

“Our aim is not only to train them, 
but to also support and place them 
into business, because otherwise, 
why are you training them? They will 
just become NEETs (not in education, 
employment or training) otherwise, 
joining the masses of people with 
lots of qualifications who aren’t 
progressing.” 

Although the Betteshanger Sus¬ 
tainable Parks development will cele¬ 
brate green technology - which will 
be capable of meeting its own energy 
needs and have one of the lowest En¬ 
ergy Performance Certificate (EPC) 
ratings in the UK and Europe - the 
scheme also promises to commemo¬ 


rate the old energy once generated on 
the coalfield. 

As it stands, east Kent is the only 
coalfield without its own regional 
museum - something that will be 
changed with the new mining muse¬ 
um, which will display the artefacts 
and memories of the county’s mining 
communities. 

Adds Richard Morsley: “Bette¬ 
shanger is a unique project, recognis¬ 
ing the site’s important heritage 
alongside a more sustainable future. 
Energy is at the heart of the Bette¬ 
shanger project, offering energy old 
through the creation of the Kent Min¬ 
ing Museum and energy new with 
the creation for the state-of-the-art 
visitor centre. 


“It’s absolutely imperative we pre¬ 
serve the memories of the mining 
communities here. It’s a heritage at 
risk which young people do not know 
about and the mining communities 
are getting older. 

“The Kent Mining Museum will tell 
the story of these communities, 
which are still thriving today with 
character and traditions which are 
still very much alive. 

“But many people have never had 
the chance to be engaged in this sto¬ 
ry, and the Kent Mining Museum is a 
wonderful way to tell them. 

“It’s a regeneration project, bring¬ 
ing this former colliery site back into 
economic use which has stood large 
and derelict since the mine closed in 
1989.” 

Jim Davies, a former Betteshanger 
miner, was at the topping out cere¬ 
mony of the new visitor centre which 
allowed a behind the scenes glimpse 
of the new building. 

He said: “The closure of the colliery 
was a huge blow to miners, their fam¬ 
ilies and local people. 

“It’s wonderful to see the new visi¬ 
tor centre rise from the ashes. The 
mining museum will incorporate the 
whole Kent coalfield, providing an in¬ 
valuable legacy. People will be able to 
learn more about what it was like for 
us and our memories will be pre¬ 
served for future generations.” 

The site is surrounded by Bette¬ 
shanger Country Park, an 80-hec- 
tare outdoor activity park which al¬ 
ready attracts 80,000 visitors a year. 
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The choice is yours. 

& 


The choice is yours... 

Whether you are looking fora brand new kitchen 
or just to renew your existing one, we have over 
900 kitchen door and worktop combinations 
for you to choose from. We can re-style your 
kitchen without the high price tag! 


79 Hythe Street, Dartford, Kent DAI 1BG 

01322 291 391 

See our website for further info www.maple-leaf-kitchens.co.uk 


KITCHENS • BEDROOMS • REPLACEMENT DOORS 



D0RTFORD GREEK TAVERNA 

59-65 Hythe Street, Dartford, Kent, DAI 1BG 
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Now Booking 
For Christmas 

Avoid disappointment 

^ PWffj Party / Party 
y CeWtl -ate with us! 

unforgettable evening of Live Music , 
Greek dancing, Belly Dancer DJ Disco 
till late & 3 course Meal inc coffee 
Small or large bookings taken 

m ~ Jt’s Your Table 
k ' For The Evening! 

,iFrom Friday 25th Nov - Friday 23rd 
December for Christmas Party Fun 
Open every night 
Mon-Wed £27 per person 
Thur-Sun £32 per person 
50% Deposit due 2 months before and full 
balance to be paid 1 month prior to event. 

Open for Private Party functions 
Book our venue to celebrate 
your office party 
Call Barbara/Ricky on 

01322 271888 


D0RTrORD 

GREEKTAVERMA 


ilffTfln 



^ SATURDAYS IS PARTY NIGHT 

Greek Night 

LIVE MUSIC, GREEK MUSIC & DANCING, 

BELLY DANCER, DJ & DISCO 

£20pp, which includes a 2-course meal. 

We cater for large parties including: Birthdays, 
Office parties and Hen & Stag do's 


DON'T MISS OUR 
SPECIAL THEMED NIGHTS 

LADIES NIGHT - Friday 18 th Nov 

Call us or visit our website for more details 

NORMAL GREEK PARTY NIGHTS 
available to book until Sat 19th Nov 
From Friday 25th Nov see our 
- Christmas Events 

THURSDAY RELAX AND ENJOY OUR GREEK HOSPITALITY £10 FOR 2 COURSES 

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS 

Book your special day with us 

We hold up to 130 people 
Available 7 days a week 

I -Weddings -Anniversaries 

| - Corporate events - Birthdays 
Large family get-togethers 



website: www.dartfordgreektaverna.co.uk 
Tel: 01322 271888 • email: dartfordtaverna@aol.com 

R 59-65 Hythe Street, Dartford, DAI 1BG ® 
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FRIDAY 23RD DECEMBER ONLY 

3 COURSE MEAL 
DJ + MUSIC 

PLUS YES ALL YOUR DRINKS 
INCLUDED £50 PER PERSON - 

8PM- 12.30AM 
PARTY, PARTY, PARTY 

4 

A nightto share & remember in 2016. 
BEER, WINES, SPIRITS, SOFT DRINKSTNCLUDED 
Deposit 50% pflVable 1 montn prior to-booking 
Balance due on the night 

Terms and conditions apply. Shots NOT included. 


w Spirits + wine single measures. 

Tz J 

^ r. Rmr tavfrma 
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CREEK TAVERNA. 

59-65 Hythe Street, Dartford, Kent DAI 1BG* 

t: 01322 271 888 

www.dartfordgreektaverna.co.uk 
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CHARLTON ATHLETIC V CHESTERFIELD 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29TH - KO 3PM 

TO BOOK VISIT WWW.CAFC.CO.UK/TICKETS 
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Settler’s golden touch preserved 


By Mike Gunnill 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


W HEN Harriet Bow- 
byee left the family 
home with her hus¬ 
band Robert for a 
new life in New Zea¬ 
land, she can have had little inkling of 
the life that would lay before her. 

At a little over 20, she and her part¬ 
ner lived in Lower Street, Deal, but 
yearned for a fresh start. 

Within the space of a few years her 
husband would be dead and she be¬ 
come caught up in a gold rush which 
would deliver such riches she could 
buy a hotel which continues to stand 
today. 

They couple bid farewell to England 
on December 10,1858, bound for Lyt¬ 
telton in New Zealand - a port town 



on the eastern coast of the county’s 
south island. It was also where a 
Church of England colony had been 
established some 10 years before and 
was keen to attract settlers. 

They were joined on the voyage by 
another five families and all arrived 
at their new homeland. 

But just two years later tragedy 
struck. Robert Bowbyee drowned in 
Timaru in 1860 - a town a little fur¬ 
ther up the same coast. 

Within a year, his widow had re¬ 
married. She had met Australian 
Henry Heron and the pair ran a 
butchers before the gold rush saw 
them sell the business and invest all 
into working at a gold mining site. 

For three years they lived in a tent 
in pursuit of riches before they built a 
stone cottage. It still stands today, 
alongside the banks of Lake Roxburgh 
and still referred to as Mrs Heron’s 
Cottage. 

The stone cottage has recently 
been protected after the New Zealand 
government confirmed it was to be 
preserved under a plan to maintain 
its historic buildings. 

Robin Miller, is a chartered survey¬ 
or from Queensland-based Jackie Gil¬ 
lies & Associates, a company that spe¬ 
cialises in historic conservation. 

Originally also from Kent - he grew 
up in Tunbridge Wells and lived in 
Deal - explained the cottage’s 
importance. 

He said: “It came at a time when 
the country was developing and mi- 



HISTORIC: The Commercial Hotel above, Harriet Heron, left, and Mrs Heron’s Cottage, inset 


grants like those from Deal helped the 
country. Harriet was well thought of 
in the camp and was at one time, the 
only woman among 1,200 men all 
looking for gold. 

“The cottage in Gabriels Gully, now 
called Lawrence Gully will be re¬ 
turned to it’s original state and open 
for tourists to visit as part of a cycle 
trail through the area.” 

Mrs Heron’s story didn’t end there 


though. In 1875, she and her 
husband moved to Roxburgh where 
they used the money from their min¬ 
ing exploits to buy the Commercial 
Hotel. 

They worked alongside one anoth¬ 
er for nearly 20 years, before Henry 
died in 1896. Harriet continued to 
run the hotel alone until 1913. 

Today, it is a popular destination 
for backpackers and there remains a 


large photograph of Harriet by the 
hotel’s front desk. 

Today it is run by Pat and John 
Kerr. 

Mr Kerr explained: “She was an im¬ 
portant person in the development of 
Roxburgh. She always had time to lis¬ 
ten to folk and was well thought of 
then and today as a town pioneer.” 

Harriet Heron died, aged 96, in 
1933. 




Ilislitlf A1AM H Inifredlle aillke DmiErs 


DARTFQRD 

ORCHARD THEATRE 


Iri 4 November 7.30pm 

orchardtheatre.EO.uk 
ticket Office: 01322 220000 




^BOOKINGS: 0151 652 2222 

or go online: www.gbtours.com 

Coach pick-ups: 

Dover, Folkestone, Ashford & Maidstone. 


Warner's 


WARNER 

) LEISURE 

HOTELS 


On the run-up to 
Christmas Lakeside is 
turned into a winter 
wonderland with lavish 
decorations and a 
feel-good atmosphere 
fueled by fantastic 
nightly entertainment 

It's the perfect 
Pre-Christmas Break ... 


Dinner and a Show at the Chichester. Take your reserved seats 
in the Chichester restaurant, enjoy a delicious dinner and attentive waiter service 
and then after dinner the lights dim and the Cabaret commences. Sit back and 
enjoy the evening's entertainment without having to move! If you prefer a quiet 
drink and a chat, more serene enjoyment can be found at the Piano Bar. 

Day 1: We arrive at Lakeside late afternoon. Check in, settle-in and 
look forward to your first evening of a good dinner and great entertainment later. 

Day 2: A trip to Historic city of Winchester. It's amazing Cathedral one of the oldest in the 
country (begun in 1079) - a must-see while you're here. 

Day 3: A trip to the pretty riverside town of Arundel - dominated by its beautiful Castle. 

Day 4: Enjoy a last, hearty 'Warner's' breakfast to see us on _ 

our journey home today. I|C| fl , L '4 

Accommodation is Chalet-style with comfy beds, TV, 
radio, hairdryer, iron, tea/coffee tray, ensuite bathroom with ^ 

toiletries and towels. ^ 

depart Friday 11th November £169 

Price includes: 3 nights D/B/B basis plus all travel and trips out as shown. S. S. £20 i 
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Flat Roof ing 

Guaranteed for Life 


Let there be natural light 


Dormers 100% watertight 


High-Tech Roofing has now installed and guaranteed more than 9000 
domestic projects - every roof we install comes complete with a LIFETIME 
guarantee, we give the homeowner absolute peace of mind. 

We guarantee our roofs are... 

V 100% resistant to algae & moss 

V Free of stone Chipping's 
Manufactured never to blister 
or crack 

>/ 100% maintenance free 
>/ Proven in all climates 

V Storm resistant 

V Installed never to leak 
Durable enough to be walked on 

V Designed with a unique 
anti-slip finish 

V Aesthetically pleasing 

A High-Tech roof is dimensionally stable, 
solar reflective and unaffected by climate 
change. They are vapour permeable 
and will never become brittle or crack. 
A High-Tech roof is guaranteed to be 100% 
storm resistant and never leak. 


Are you retired? Extra savings now available 


The perfect garage roof 


PROTAN 


SarnafU 
Roof Assured 


I VilFRC 


D 

InjtMIriM f . 


♦ ST 

HomePro / 


sic n/^ 


\ 


Checkatrade com 


www.flatroofs.net 


Brochure 


and free sample 


available on request 


For a Free Quotation 

Call: 01322 517953 


Head Office: Linden House, 30 Linden Road, Benfleet, Essex SS7 4BA 
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Having emerged into the spotlight 30 years ago he’s now back with hit album... 


» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


A S the first male solo art¬ 
ist in the UK to have all 
of his initial eight sin¬ 
gles reach top 10 sta¬ 
tus, Rick Astley was al¬ 
ways going to be a firm favourite 
with the nation’s music fans. 

Mr Astley has recently an¬ 
nounced that he is the first artist to 
confirm dates for Forest Live gigs in 
2017, bringing him to a woodland 
location in Kent. 

The singer’s debut song Never 
Gonna Give You Up was the biggest 
selling hit of 1987 and was number 
one in 16 different countries. 

Following on from his initial suc¬ 
cess, Mr Astley went on to sell 40 
million records, and in 2002 his 
greatest hits compilation went gold. 

But his career doesn’t stop there. 
On June 10 this year, he released his 
first album in a decade which he’s 
titled 50. 


Every track on the new album 
has been written, performed and 
produced by the man himself. 

The pop icon has a lot to celebrate 
with his recent album going 
straight to number one in the chart 
- the first time he’s had a number 
one album in 29 years. 

Mr Astley has pulled off one of the 
music industry’s most spectacular 
comebacks. 

50 has, like his greatest hits al¬ 
bum, also gone gold and has been 
well received by fans and critics 
alike, with singles such as Keep 
Singing, and Angels On My Side 
raking in nearly 1.8m views on 
VEVO and more than 600,000 
streams on Spotify. 

Following on from a run of sold 
out indoor spring 2017 dates, at the 
Forest Live gigs fans can look for¬ 
ward to seeing Mr Astley perform a 
set of songs from his latest album as 


well as some of his greatest hits. 

Having played festivals such as 
V Festival and Rewind for years, 
this is no new experience for Mr 
Astley. 

Forest Live is a series of concerts 
promoted by the Forestry Commis¬ 
sion where acts perform in forest 
locations around the country. 

It is an independent programme 
aimed of bringing forests to new au¬ 
diences and income generated from 
ticket sales is spent on protecting, 
improving and expanding Eng¬ 
land’s forests and woodlands and 
increasing their value to people and 
wildlife. 

The rural concerts were launched 
in 2001. and since then 1.5m music 
fans have attended and seen per¬ 
formers such as Tom Jones and the 
Kaiser Chiefs. 

Over Forest Live’s 16-year histo¬ 
ry, money raised has contributed to 


a wide range of projects, from wild¬ 
life conservation to making im¬ 
provements for visitors. 

With everything required for a 
great night out, including full ca¬ 
tering and bar facilities, the gigs 
have a relaxed atmosphere. 

Commenting on the concerts, Mr 
Astley said: “Next year 2017 sees 
me celebrating 30 years in the mu¬ 
sic business since my first number 
one hit. I can’t wait to perform as 
part of Forest Live and I really hope 
you can make one of the dates to en¬ 
joy the experience with me.” 

Mr Astley will be performing as 
part of Forest Live at Bedgebury Pi- 
netum near Tunbridge Wells on 
June 16, 2017. 

Tickets went on sale October 21 
(Friday) and can be purchased from 
the Forestry Commission box office 
by calling 03000 680400 or visit¬ 
ing www.forestry.gov.uk/music. 
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mydate24 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5289 

follow the simple instructions. You will 

also get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT 

To REPLY BY TEXT: 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply2 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost £1.50 per 
SMS received (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be moder¬ 
ated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 


I Dates in YOUR regio 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 


www.mydate24.co.uk 


On-line datin 


latmg 

visit.. 


is FREE to register, try it today 

www.mydate24.co.uk 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
Cl.55 per minute plus your 
phone company's access 
charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received. 


JULIE, 53yrs, tall slim dark 
haired lady, sociable and fun 
loving. New to the area so 
WLTM men friends for fun, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
4375 Box No: 424497 § 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with 
gent 40+ Must be discreet, 
married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3002 Box 419673 
ANGELA, 48yrs, seeks male 
companion for nights out, dining, 
maybe more. ACA or text me. 
Tel No: 0906 515 4375 Box No: 
424495 | 

JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 

Tel: No: 0906 515 3010 Box: 
409715 

HELEN, mid 50s naughty lady 
seeks some fun times with gent 
any age. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
4375 Box No: 424493 $ 
KERRY, 35yrs, married in open 
relationship, attractive, tall, slim 
and very presentable. Seeks 
discreet gent any age for casual 
pleasurable encounters. Tel: 
0906 515 3042 Box 422363 
JACKIE, 56yrs, attractive lady 
who is lots of fun seeks like- 
minded gent for nights in, days 
out and much much more. Tel 
No: 0906 515 4375 Box No: 
424491 $ 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 

Tel: 0906 515 3018 Box: 
413399 


PRESENTABLE divorced lady, 
young 60, many interests, 
animal lover, seeks outgoing, 
cheerful, honest, smart looking 
man, for cultural times. Text 
only Mailbox: 5576629 $ 
EMILY, mature well educated 
lady, blonde and smart and 
broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3022 Box 421375 
WENDY, 44yrs, dark haired 
beauty with blue eyes and a fab 
figure. WLTM gent any age, give 
me a call and I promise to call 
you back, or text/email. Tel No: 
0906 515 4375 Box No: 
424339 $ 

HI Gents, I’m Kelly, a down to 
earth lady, 35yrs, shapely 
brunette, seeking someone with 
GSOH, looks unimportant, any 
age. ACA, I promise! Tel: 0906 
515 3026 Box 423035 
MELANIE, 49yrs, varied 
interests, attractive, sensual lady 
seeks gent any age or status, 
call, see what happens. Tel No: 
0906 515 4375 Box No: 
4243371 

TARA, 35yrs, own business, 
well educated dark haired curvy 
lady. Independent with no ties 
seeks “normal” chap for mutual 
pleasure. Tel: 0906 515 3034 
Box 424385 

CALLING all Gentlemen! I’m 
Janet a mature solvent stylish 
lady, I’m waiting for you to call 
me so we can wine/dine and 
have some good times ACA. Tel 
No: 0906 515 4375 Box No: 
424335 $ 


NAUGHTY curvy 46yr old lady, 
outgoing and bubbly with a 
naughty side and lots of banter, 
WLTM chap 30+. If you are married 
even better. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3014 Box 424543 
HI I’m Angie, attractive petite mid 
50s lady. I’m a very very active 
lady, with lots of interests. WLTM 
chap with GSOH, looks/age 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 515 
4375 Box No: 424333 $ 
CORRINE, genuine advertiser 
seeking adult fun, no time wasters 
pis. I will respond to all msas. Text 
Only. Mailbox: 4035196® 




RAPID 

MATCI 


Simply tell us your age and 
location and we will match 
you immediately! 

textEEE toGSHO 
call 0906 500 5757 


PAT, petite blonde lady, GSOH, 
young looking for her age, seeks 
genuine gent any age with GSOH. 

Tel No: 0906 515 4375 Box No: 
422393 $ 

KIM, 50, lovely kind, 5ft 6, brown 
eyes, dark curly hair, curvy figure 
seeks nice genuine guy for LTR, 
same age as me. Text only 
Mailbox: 5512493 
RITA, seeks a genuine male for 
friendship, days out, she’s very 
friendly, genuine and social, give 
her a call ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
4375 Box No: 422403 $ 

MERRY, widow, dark hair, kind and 
caring, hoping to meet a kind gent 
for friendship, possibly more. ACA. 
Tel No: 0906 515 4375 Box No: 
422339 | 

ORIENTAL lady, honest, caring, 
loves walking, WLTM a reliable, 
sincere man for LTR Text only 
Mailbox: 5443434 


50YRS, old attractive lady. Sheila, 
caring honest, seeks discreet gent. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 4375 Box 
No:422469 $ 


BARBARA, is a caring lady who 
seeks a man to care for, she will do 
anything to make you happy. Just 
give her a call today. Tel No: 0906 
515 4375 Box No: 422411 $ 
GENUINE, GSH, attractive, 
outgoing professional female, 55. 
Enjoys keeping fit, socialising and 
travel, WLTM similar male for 
relationship. Text only Mailbox: 
5453851 

MATURE lady early 80s, family 
orientated, likes dancing, holidays 
especially cruising, WLTM similar 
aged gentleman with similar 
interests. Tel No: 0906 515 4375 
Box No: 421427 

JO, mature understanding worldly 
Essex lady, seeks generous gent 
for regular fetish fantasy role-play, 
discretion assured. Text only 
Mailbox: 5320299 
FEMALE, blue eyes, slim and 
pretty, from South Africa, young 
fifties, seeking a sincere, retired 
gentleman, who resides close to 
the sea. Text only Mailbox: 
5456242 


0900 calls Cl .55 per mtn plus your phone 
company v *r ess charge 89990 cost 11.50 
per msg. To STOP text stop to 89990 
Service provided by IMediaUK Ltd 
RH16 3EG For Help call 0207 720 7130 



JUST STRAIGHT FORWARD 
AND SIMPLE DATING. 

IT’S NEVER BEEN EASIER! 

ittM’rWHI 

“M *wc« »c«yed El .50. Ted STOPla 888SC to, 1 

bttor? cfrtSd drtafe can be tucfiaiged Ths service I? ret canrputef fievrsted. Vector we reecondec 
tobvredse\reusers Nonertr^s can teguaranteed Ifsrasgnca Tetli'gtesLretochoafap'jfcii: 
soace and ds non grre persona' detail to peopte you have ml men Servte provided fcy No Goab ltd 
Hep: 0207720 7130 or erne? support®]rredB ca lk 

Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 

or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


HELLO Gents, I’m a mature 
attractive interesting lady, with 
gorgeous eyes. I’m smart, 
sophisticated, love theatre and 
films. Give me a call or text me. 
Looks unimportant, must be kind. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 4375 Box 
No:424331 $ 

PHILIPPA, feminine open minded 
lady seeking adult fun, genuine 
responses only pis, no time- 
wasters. Text Only: Mailbox: 
4030610$ 

WIDOW, 62, short, looking for 
friendship at present, interested? 
Ha ha got to phone to find out 
more! Call Jan. Tel No: 0906 515 
4375 Box No: 424195$ 
OCTAVIA, black seductress, 
53yrs, waiting to meet you. Pis text 
me today. Text Only. Mailbox: 
4090520 I 

RETIRED lady, an outgoing 
person, enjoys life, likes meals out, 
holidays, WLTM someone to share 
interests with, and quality time. 
Text only Mailbox: 5552642 
LESLEY, 66, retired beauty 
therapist, blonde hair, blue eyes, 
size 14, likes going out, travelling, 
holidays, arts, looking for a nice 
guy, 57-67, would be great to get a 
reply. Tel No: 0906 515 4375 Box 
No:424147 

SINGLE lady, 65, blonde, quiet 
nature, likes the outdoors, picnics, 
jiving, WLTM single gentleman for 
companionship and possible 
romance. Tel No: 0906 515 4375 
Box No: 423411 $ 

GENUINE lady, 67, slim, GSOH, 
caring, honest, active, likes most 
things in life, days out, countryside, 
animals, long walks, visiting 
interesting places, cooking and 
holidays, WLTM a caring, honest 
male with GSOH, 67-73, with 
similar interests. Tel No: 0906 515 
4375 Box No: 423289 


Men Seeking 

mydateM] 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


COLIN, 56, 6ft, medium build, 
clean and tidy with a tidy beard, I’m 
after some TLC with no strings 
adult fun. Tel No: 0906 515 4375 
Box No:422359 § 

SIMON, 29yrs, gay curious, seek¬ 
ing older gent for new experi¬ 
ences, must be discreet as I live at 
home. Text Only: Mailbox: 
4196422$ 

ANDY, tall attractive male, looking 
for a naughty female, for fun with 
no strings attached. Tel No: 0906 
515 4375 Box No: 424295 $ 
MALE, 52, quiet nature, likes 
coastal walks, cinema, reading, 
WLTM lady for friendship and 
maybe romance. East Kent area. 
Tel No: 0906 515 4375 Box No: 
424211 

RICHARD, 64, n/s, from Kent, 
medium build, clean shaven, likes 
classic cars, days out, meals out, 
boot fares, most things, would like 
to meet a lady for company and to 
share each others interests. Tel 
No: 0906 515 4375 Box No: 
424207 $ 

JOHN, 70, widower, lives in 
Broadstairs, Kent, slim, fit, active, 
young at heart, kind, caring and 
loving, likes country/beach walks, 
holidays, days out, theatre, eating 
out, music, animals, WLTM slim, 
attractive lady, to share interests 
and nice times together. Tel No: 
0906 515 4375 Box No: 424043 
ANDREW, 50, slim to medium 
build, lives in Ashford/Kent area, 
WLTM a women, 40-70, for 
discreet fun, would be great to hear 
from you so get back to find out 
more! Tel No: 0906 515 4375 Box 
No:423271 $ 


LIVELY old boy, OHAC, near sea 
in Folkestone, into red wine, garlic 
and Radio 3, seeks lady 
companion/lover, 58-68 yo. Tel No: 
0906 515 4375 Box No: 422621 $ 
HELLO my name is Paul, 43, 5ft9, 
from Sittingbourne in Kent, looking 
for someone to have some fun with 
and see where it goes! Tel No: 
0906 515 4375 Box No: 422905 $ 
GENTLEMAN, 76yrs old, clean¬ 
shaven with a good head of hair 
and a smart dresser, hoping to 
meet lady for 

friendship/relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 4375 Box No: 423645 
DAVE genuine guy, 6ft, black hair, 
blue eyes, medium build, likes 
sports, gardening, music, seeks 
female with GSOH and genuine. 
Tel No: 0906 515 4375 Box No: 
388372 

BRIAN, 6ft3, fit, bit grey but 
genuine and kind, looking for a 
naughty female, for no strings adult 
fun, if you’re interested please get 
back to me, ACA. Tel No: 0906 
515 4375 Box No: 423483 
MALE, ~53^5ft6, single, 

hardworking, looking for slim/small 
lady, 40-56. Maidstone, Kent. Tel 
No: 0906 515 4375 Box No: 
423363 $ 

OUTGOING male, seeking 
attractive female, likes sports, 
music, cinema and nights out. Tel 

No: 0906 515 4375 Box No: 
414793 

EDWARD, 77, looking for a 
companion South East area of 
Kent, for holidays, days out, social 
events, and lots more. Tel No: 

0906 515 4375 Box No: 423039 $ 


HAPPY go 

lucky divorced 
man, 48, 6ft, well 
built, seeks gorgeous 
female to share love and 
laughs with. Tel No: 0906 
515 4375 Box No: 383719 
TONY black male, 58, 5ft6, med 
build, n/s, seeking a local mature 
fun loving female 40/75 in the 
Chatham/Gillingham area for 
discreet fun. Text only Mailbox: 
5459052 

BARRY 47, 6ft, well built, seeks 
female for wining, dining and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 4375 
Box No: 361787 
TALL single early 60’s male 
looking for pure hearted lady for 
LTR. Text only Mailbox: 
5496781 

GARY 48, 6ft, well-built, dark 
hair, brown eyes, seeks 
passionate female for fun times 
in and out. Tel No: 0906 515 
4375 Box No: 387175 
VINCENT 48, 6ftT well built, 

seeks lady for fun nights in and 
out. Tel No: 0906 515 4375 Box 
No:377397 

MALE, widower, n/s, would love 
to meet buxom friendly lady, up to 
70, for friendship at first, interests 
include all types of music, 
walking, quizzes. Tel No: 0906 
515 4375 Box No: 422957 
HELLO my name is Paul, 43, 
5ft9, from Sittingbourne in Kent, 
looking for someone to have 
some fun with and see where it 
goes! Tel No: 0906 515 4375 
Box No: 422905 $ 

WRITER, tall, slim, fit, natural 
dark hair, generous, seeks lady 
for erotic rendezvous, I will make 
it worth your while! Tel No: 0906 
515 4375 Box No: 422777 $ 
49YR old male, 6ft, well built, 
seeks female to wine/dine and 
have fun with. Tel No: 0906 515 
4375 Box No: 390929 
SUGAR Daddy available! 
Mature, tall, slim, natural dark 
hair, seeks lady, age unimportant. 
Not afraid of commitment. Tel 
No: 0906 515 4375 Box No: 
418889$ 

48YR old divorced male, 6ft, well 
built, seeks lady for fun and 
laughter. Tel No: 0906 515 4375 
Box No: 380789 
PHILLIP, 66, into farming and 
country life, looking for a loyal, 
genuine lady, someone I can 
trust, to go on holidays with and 
spend time together. Tel No: 
0906 515 4375 Box No: 
422699 $ 

TONY, early 60s, 6ft, slim, fit, 
easy going, looking for no strings 
fun with a lady, age unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 515 4375 Box No: 
422643 $ 

HANDSOME male, mid 40s, dark 
hair, hazel eyes, wishes to meet 
appropriate female for fun, 
friendship and perhaps more, 
please get in touch if interested. 
Tel No: 0906 515 4375 Box No: 
422587 $ 

SLIM, 5ft 6 white male WLTM 18 
to 42 year old lady for friendship. 

Text only Mailbox: 5441709 



LOCAL 

Sevenoaks man, seeks 
local lady for fun and 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 4375 Box No: 417127 
PAUL 52, seeks loving female for 
exciting times, meals out, 
weekends away, cosy nights in. 
Tel No: 0906 515 4375 Box No: 
418077$ 

MALE, 54, shyish, looking for fun 
times with a lady, 60-70, with 
GSOH, status unimportant. Tel 

No: 0906 515 4375 Box No: 
422431 

PAUL 49 5ft 8ins likes 

eating/nights in/out seeks loving 
female for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
4375 Box No: 404013 
PROFESSIONAL, romantic 
male, 44, likes meals out, 
cinema, music, holidays, seeks 
female, 30-55 for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 4375 Box No: 250195 
CHRIS, from Folkestone, 71, 
5ft9, widower, green eyes, lonely, 
n/s, OHAC, likes gardening, the 
coast, pubs, dining out, holidays, 
cruises, days out, WLTM similar 
lady to share interests, can travel. 
Tel No: 0906 515 4375 Box No: 
422375 


COLIN, 

56, 6ft, 
medium build, 
clean and tidy witf 
a tidy beard, I’m a 
some TLC with no 
strings adult fun. Tel No: 
0906 515 4375 Box No: 
422359 $ 



r eye? 


Let them know 
you might be 
interested 
by sending them 

u WINK 


[Simply Text: 


•EG send WINK 12MSS to 80098 

8009* cosls i 1.50 pe» message- to STOP t«rt 

slop to BOOTS. 4ci*ic provided b« JMcdUOK 
II&SW4 7BX Need Hrip? 0*0267 720 7110 

PAUL GSOH, 5ft 8ins, medium 
build, seeking Miss Right for LTR 
to put the spark back into life. Tel 

No: 0906 515 4375 Box No: 
391970 

RETIRED, smart, 68 year old, 
5ft5, I enjoy eating out, walking, 
holidays and golf, WLTM a slim, 
attractive lady, 60-68, for a loving, 
tender relationship, to enjoy 
these times with. Tel No: 0906 
515 4375 Box No: 421853 $ 
MIKE, 64, outgoing person, 
enjoys life, likes sport, cricket, 
nice meals out, holidays, WLTM 
someone to share interests and 
quality time. Tel No: 0906 515 
4375 Box No: 422329 


Bl male 68 slim looking for similar 
male who can accommodate. Text 
only Mailbox: 5585368 $ 
WOULD Mick from Maidenhead 
get in touch with John from 
Northampton - lost your number. 
Text only Mailbox: 4172093 $ 

HI I’m Andrew, 5’9, slim longish 
hair WLTM men aged 55-80 for 
daytime fun. Bi-curio. Sittingbourne 
Text only Mailbox: 5469911 $ 
JAMES, 34, seeks dominant, slim, 
Canterbury/Thanet male, 30-40, 
likes reading, music, walking, films, 
eating out, nights in, looking for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 4375 Box No: 424485 $ 

Friends 


FEMALE seeking genuine straight 
female for daytrips, out to meet 
socially for lunch/coffee. Text only 
to Mailbox No:4748240 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


Follow us 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged 
at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 
characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service 
provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTEC¬ 
TION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus 
for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 17/10/16 
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Next year's Folkestone Triennial 
confirms dates for September 


I'm Sorry I Haven't A Clue 

THE award-winning game 
show I’m Sorry I Haven’t a Clue 
will be returning to the stage 
and coming to Margate Winter 
Gardens on February 4, 2017. 

Call 01843 292795 for tickets 
and information. 




PERMANENT: Some artworks will become a part of the Folkestone Artworks collection 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


A RTS extravaganza the 
Folkestone Triennial 
2017 has confirmed 
its dates for next year 
- one of the highlights 
on the Kent cultural calendar. 

Organised by the town’s Crea¬ 
tive Foundation, the hugely popu¬ 
lar event - which in 2017 saw 
135,000 attend and commissioned 
works by the likes of Yoko Ono, 
Tracey Emin and Cornelia Parker 
- will take place over nine weeks 
from September 2 to November 5. 

It will be curated by Lewis Biggs 
and take the title ‘double edge’. 

Last time out one artistic en¬ 
deavour saw 30 bars of gold bul¬ 
lion worth a total of £10,000 bur¬ 
ied in sand inside the harbour. 

Folkestone Digs, by the German 
artist Michael Sailstorfer, saw the 
town beamed into the homes of 
millions of people around the 
world. 

And street artist Banksy also 
made a secret appearance, leaving 
one of his graffiti works on a wall 
in the town. 

For the 2017 event, internation¬ 
ally recognised artists will be com¬ 


missioned to make new contempo¬ 
rary artworks exhibited in public 
spaces around the town. 

Artists will be invited to engage 
with Folkestone’s various narra¬ 
tives and material memories 
drawn from the town’s social, cul¬ 
tural, political and economic his¬ 
tory. Some artworks will become 
permanent additions expanding 
the town’s permanent collection, 
Folkestone Artworks, built up 


since the first edition of the trien¬ 
nial in 2008. 

Curator Lewis Biggs said: “The 
title double edge has two meanings 
- the first is one of anxiety: the edge 
of the world, the edge of the future 
and the unknown. The secondary 
meaning is one of balance, released 
through the artist’s imagination 
when one tips over the edge and 
looks back on the known with a re¬ 
newed perspective. Great art makes 


change and the ambition of this ex¬ 
hibition is to give artists the oppor¬ 
tunity to make excellent new work 
that plays with ambiguity and the 
several meanings of edge, stimulat¬ 
ing audiences to consider why the 
world is the way it is, how it might be, 
and how it is possible to change it.” 

Further details, including infor¬ 
mation about the artists commis¬ 
sioned for Folkestone Triennial, 
will be announced in March 2017. 


Rock and Sequins sequel 


ROCK and Sequels at The Stiletto Club is 
coming to Gravesend’s Guild Theatre on 
October 20-29. 

The show is about a cabaret club in America, 
where the audience meet the club’s performers. 

For tickets, email boxoffice@gravesendthe- 
atreguild.org 


Clarke comes to Hadlow 


INTERNATIONALLY applaud¬ 
ed poet and playwright 
Graham Clarke will visit 
Hadlow College’s Broadview 
Tearoom on November 23. 

For tickets, contact Pat 
Crawford on 01622 618628 



Stick Man storytelling 

A storytelling of the Stick Man children’s book 
will take place at Gravesend Library on 
October 24. 

Families can come along and join one of the 
actors from Scamp Theatre as they read the 
story of Stick Man. 

Further details are available on the library’s 
website. 




Shop open 
10am -4pm 


Great deals 
on products 

fantastic savings! 


Come along to 
our clearance 
events for great 
savings on 
Factory Prices!! 


«* * 

TO% 


Saturday & Sunday 
5th & 6th November 
10am - 3pm 


www.hornby.com/visitorcentre Tel: 01843 233524 
E-mail: visitorcentre@hornby.com 
WESTWOOD MARGATE KENT CT9 4JX 

On the A254 Ramsgate Road, between 
Westwood Cross Shopping Centre and Margate. 
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www.facebook.com/ 

hornbymodelrailways 
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The best of British jazz 

BRITISH jazz musicians are 
coming together for a night at 
Folkestone’s Tower Theatre on 
October 27. 

The show claims to consist of 
“British jazz at its best” 

For tickets, call 01303 277175. 



School teacher to wrestle 


A CHRIST Church CE Academy in Folkestone 
primary school teacher will take part in South 
East Wrestling when comes to Hawkinge 
Community Centre on October 29. 

Luis Lozano performs under the alias Will 
Power. 

Visit www.southeastwrestling.co.uk. 


Roig's Canterbury exhibit 

A work by the internationally 
renowned artist Bernard! Roig 
is coming to Canterbury 
Festival from October 15 and 
will be open to the public for 
two weeks only. 

Visit canterburyfestival.co.uk 



The Woman in Black 

SUSAN Hill’s ghost story, The Woman In Black, 
comes alive in a theatre production that is 
coming to Canterbury’s Marlowe Theatre from 
November 1-5. 

In 2012, the story was released as a movie 
starring Daniel Radcliffe. 

Tickets are from marlowetheatre.com 


C OMPARED to What is 
the title of singer, 
songwriter and 
performer Sarah Jane 
Morris’ new album. 
Having been a part of so many 
of The Communards’ songs, Ms 
Morris’ life has been dedicated to 
music. 

Here, KoS speaks to the 
Kent-based musician about her 
new album and her love of the 
county. 

Compared to What is the result 
of a friendship between Ms Morris 
and another performer, Antonio 
Forcione. 

“Antonio and I had known each 
other for years. We’d both been 
asked to guest with Sarah Gillespie 
and went for a coffee afterward,” 
she said. 

“We realised we have a lot of 
commonalities and that we were 
interested to see what we could 
come up with together.” 

They influenced each other 
heavily, and found that their 
music together was complemen¬ 
tary. Ms Morris said: “We wrote 


most of the album in one day and 
then we both brought our own 
musicians to the table.” 

When it came to writing the lyrics 
for songs on Compared to What the 
duo used poems Ms Morris had writ¬ 
ten in her spare time. 

“He asked me to read my poems 
aloud and then he created music 
to accompany,” said Ms Morris, 
who lives near Canterbury. “A lot 
of my songs begin as poems.” 

With regards to the style, the 
album takes on various forms, 
added the singer: “It has acoustic, 


soul, jazz, classical, and folk. 

When we go out on stage, it can be 
just us two and it works.” 

The “thought-provoking” album 
covers controversial topics such as 
refugees, and sexual violence, as 
Ms Morris believes ‘beautiful 
music is the best way to tell 
harrowing stories. The songs 
become a comfort zone.’ 

Compared to What will be 
officially released on October 26 
following the preview given at the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival from 
August 23-29. 


CONTROVERSIAL: Their al¬ 
bum touches on various topics 



Communards' Sarah 
Jane Morris' new album 

By Emily King 

emiLy.king@archant.co.uk 




DYNAMIC: The duo’s work 
complements each other’s 
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-»NE ROOF! 

Kents largest independent supplier of decking 
fence panels & Velux windows 
offering one of the best selections and service. 
Interior & Exterior doors and plywood. 
Everything for your small or large projects! 

Free local delivery on orders over £100 

264 Napier Road, Gillingham Kent ME7 4HL 
Telephone: 01634 853067 

sales@lakesidetimber.co.uk 
www.lakesidetimber.co.uk 
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always consider Jamie mv bov savs 



ado 


Restaurateur Gennaro Contaldo talks about bread baking and his friendship with Jamie Oliver... 


/ / I post pictures every day 
I - lots of people want to 
I know where you are 
I and what you’re do- 
I ing,” reasons Gennaro 
Contaldo, pouring his morning cof¬ 
fee with one hand and scrolling 
through his busy Twitter feed with 
the other. 

“I find pleasure when I look on my 
Instagram, Twitter and Facebook; in 
a way I’m in touch with everyone, 
and I feel like its one big family,” he 
continues, inviting me to peer over 
his shoulder. “There’s so many nice 
people in the world; I want to meet 
them all!” 

Sitting in the garden of his East 
London home, the 67-year-old chef 
and restaurateur - credited as the 


maestro who taught Jamie Oliver all 
he knows about Italian cooking - is in 
great spirits. 

When he’s not posing for selfies 
with his 13-year-old twins Olivia and 
Chloe the foodie splits his time be¬ 
tween cooking demos on his popular 
YouTube channel, training chefs, TV 
work and penning cookbooks. 

“I’m a person who has to move all 
the time,” he cries in that familiar ac¬ 
cent. “As soon as I’m finished here, 
I’m going to Shepherd’s Bush to see 
my chefs, and then I have a Facebook 
Live and then I have cookery school.” 

Does he ever slow down? 

“Slow down?” he retorts with a 
chuckle, serving me up a delicious 
slice of home-made olive oil cake 
with raspberry coulis, baked espe¬ 



PASSIONATE: Gennaro Contaldo 


cially for the occasion by his daugh¬ 
ter Chloe. 

“I’m my own worst enemy. When 
there’s so many nice people, why do 
you want to slow down? ” he continues. 

His latest literary venture, Gen- 
naro’s Italian Bakery, pays homage to 
his lifelong passion for baking, recall¬ 
ing the hours spent as a young boy at 
his uncle’s bakery in Minori on the 
Amalfi Coast, and memories of tuck¬ 
ing into freshly baked bread in his 
family home. 

“Everybody should make their own 
bread!” he enthuses, throwing his 
hands in the air. 

“You can even go into a supermar¬ 
ket and buy a mix, just add water and 
bake it,” adds the chef, who left Italy 
for London aged 20. “The secret is to 


use good flour, that’s all.” 

The foreword goes to his protege, 
Oliver. 

“Jamie is incredible,” gushes Con¬ 
taldo, who first met 41-year-old Oliv¬ 
er when he worked under him at Lon¬ 
don’s Neal Street Restaurant in the 
Nineties. “When you show him how 
to do something the Italian way, he 
takes it in straight away; and when 
he does it, he does it better than me!” 

While he’s heavily involved with 
Oliver’s ever-expanding Italian res¬ 
taurant chain, creating dishes and 
training chefs, the veteran foodie’s 
friendship with Oliver goes far be¬ 
yond the kitchen. 

“Jamie considers me his London fa¬ 
ther, and I’ll always consider him my 
boy,” Contaldo confides. 


Snow White the ballet 

CLASSICAL ballet takes centre stage 
soon when the Vienna Festival Ballet 
Company performs at Sevenoaks’ Stag 
Community Centre on October 26. 

Vienna Festival Ballet will perform the 
fairy-tale Snow White, based on the tradi¬ 
tional Brothers Grimm story 
Tickets can be purchased by visiting 
www.stagsevenoaks.co.uk or calling 01732 
450175. 


Shane Richie cancels 

I DUE to an unforeseen filming schedule 
extension, Shane Richie has had to 
postpone his Margate tour date. 

The Margate Winter Gardens box office 
will be contacting customers regarding 
refunds for the A Kick Up The 80s concert. 

As we go to press there is no re-scheduled 
date confirmed for the show, which should 
have taken place on November 11. 

Margate Winter Gardens apologises. 


Fleetwood Mac are Bac 

FLEETWOOD Bac are a Fleetwood Mac 
Tribute Band, and the only Mac tribute 
to replicate the classic Rumours line-up, and 
they’re playing a gig at Deal’s The Astor 
Community Theatre on October 29. 

The show focuses on the Rumours era of 
the band and features several songs from the 
Peter Green days. 

Tickets can be purchased from the box 
office on 01304 370220. 


CD and record fair 

MUSIC from the past and up to the 
present will be on sale on vinyl and CD 
with many special offers and collectors items. 

Retailers from east Kent will be on hand 
with a selection of music. 

The new cafe The Kitchen Table will be 
open on the day serving snacks and hot and 
cold drinks. 

The fair will take place at Deal’s Astor 
Theatre on November 27. 
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ANGEL FLEAMARKET 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 
8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY e FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains 
01732 456196 e 07798876857 
email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com 


SOUTHGATE 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 


+ eu: 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 


" 1 “ 


DOMESTIC /N 
INSTALLER l"J 



North & West 


Week ending October 23,2016 35 








































holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 

GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 

ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 
info@gnvoyages.com 
www.gnvoyages.com 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 

®ABTA 

Travel with coufklsncs 







60 s Sounds in Surrey 

Thatcher's Hotel, Guildford 

6 Jan, 10 Feb, 10 Mar & 14 Apr, 2017 - Quote: TG-KOS 

ENJOY a fun-packed party break at this charming Tudor-style hotel near 
Guildford and close to The Hogs Back Brewery and Polesden Lacey, an 
Edwardian country house and estate. Entertainment on 6 Jan 2017 is by 
Fortunes lead singer Eddie Mooney and Glen Leon as Tom Jones - £129pp; 10 
Feb 2017 features The Beatle (Fab Four tribute) & comedy singer Ian Larkin - 
£139pp; 10 Mar 2017 with Roy Carter (ex-Drifters & Foundations) and Dave 
Grant (ex-Paper Lace) - £139pp; also 14 Apr 2017 (Easter) with the Frankie Valli 
Story & singing duo Bus Stop - £159pp. 

INCLUDED: Entertainment both nights • 2 dinners and 2 breakfasts • 2 nights 
sharing an en-suite bedroom with TV, tea/coffee tray and free wifi • Free parking 


In Madeira Springtime is honoured with a Flower Festival held every year after 
Easter. Festivities begin with the building of the'The Wall of Hope'. Over 1,000 
children place one flower each on the wall to symbolise hope. The next day 
dozens of floral floats take part in the Flower Parade while local artists build 
amazing floral carpets. Included excursions take in the best of the island. 
INCLUDED: Return flights with luggage from a choice of UK airports - supp't may 
apply • Seating for the Flower Parade • 3 half days and 1 full-day excursion • 7 nights 
stay at a 4-star hotel in Funchal • 7 breakfasts, 6 lunches & 7 dinners from the buffet, 
plus afternoon coffee and cake • Drinks included with lunch and dinner - aperitifs, 
local spirits, wine, beer and soft drinks • Entertainment some evenings • Transfers 
abroad • Services of our representative in resort 


Join us for a festive visit to Poland where Christmas is more traditional and 
your Pound goes further. We stay for two nights in Krakow, taking in the 
Christmas Market and all the sights this pretty city has to offer. We will also 
stay two nights in Zakopane, a picturesque winter sports resort in the Tatra 
Mountains, where the highlights of our trip will be: a Sleigh Party complete 
with a feast in a local tavern and an evening of entertainment from the local 
highlanders with music and dancing; plus a mountain railway ride. 

INCLUDED: Return flights from Gatwick to Krakow - supp't may apply • Two nights' 
four-star accommodation at the Golden Tulip Hotel, Krakow* Two nights'three-star 
accommodation at the Hotel Sabala, Zakopane • A Folklore evening with dinner in 
Krakow • Sleigh Ride Party with feast in a tavern in Zakopane • Visit to the Tatra 
Mountains • Ride on the Gubalowka Funicular Railway • Transfers abroad • Escorted 
by a Tour Manager 


Krakow & Zakopane 
Winter Wonders 

By Air from Gatwick 

28 November, 2016 - Quote: KZ11 -KOS 


Madeira 
Flower Festival 

By Air from Gatwick 

1 May, 2017 - Quote: FM5-KOS 


Sounds of the 60s 
Summer Seaside Party 

Pontins Pakefield, Suffolk Coast 

Self-Drive • Friday, 7 July, 2017 - Quote: PA7-KOS 

Join us at Pontins Pakefield, on the Suffolk coast, for our exclusive, private summer 
60s Party Weekend - for over 40s only. We've lined up a brilliant entertainment 
showbill featuring The Ivy League, Hermans Hermits, Vanity Fare, Steve Ellis's Love 
Affair, plus The Beached Boys. With non-stop fun from Friday evening to late on 
Sunday and HALF PRICE DRINKS, this is one party weekend you're sure to love. 

INCLUDED: Half Price bar drinks - house beers & spirits, wine 
by the glass, pumped soft drinks & mixers - lunch times and 
evenings from Friday night to Sunday night • Entertainment 
• 3 nights sharing a twin or double bedded en-suite chalet - 
club upgrade available • 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts 


Half Price Drinks 
Entertainment 
Over 40s only 
£10pp deposit 
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The perfect gift 

from just £ll. 5 0 

Treat a loved one this Christmas to a magazine 
subscription. Each issue is delivered to their door 
- a reminder of your generosity each month! 
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Just £22.99 annually or £11.50 six monthly by Direct Debit. 
Or £27.99 for 12 issues by credit/debit card. 


EASY WAYS TO ORDER 


www.giftsubs.co.uk/xnews 01858 438840 quoting LMMXS16B 


Lines are open 8am - 9.30pm Mon to Fri, 8am - 4pm Sat. T&Cs: Gift subscriptions start with the first issue published in 2017. Your gift card will be sent to you once the order has been processed for you to give on Christmas Day. 
Order two or more subscriptions and save £2.50 off each subscription. We must receive your order by 16/12/16 to guarantee you will receive your gift card before Christmas. Personal orders will start with the next available issue, unless 
requested otherwise. FREE UK delivery. Direct Debit is a UK only offer. Please call +44 (0)1858 438840 for overseas rates. Free covermount gifts with the magazine are not included on subscriber copies. Offer ends 31/12/16. 
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DOUBLE CROSSWORD 



Quick 

Across 

1. Wrinkle ( 6 ) 

4. Cruel ( 6 ) 

9. Highbrows (13) 

10. Cautious (7) 

11. Follow (5) 

12. Bisect (5) 

14. Begin (5) 

18. Precise (5) 


19. Denial (7) 

5. Go back (7) 

21. Questioning (13) 

6 . Sin (13) 

22. Irksome ( 6 ) 

7. Hearken ( 6 ) 

23. Glimpse ( 6 ) 

8 . Poor (5) 


13. Old (7) 

Down 

15. Portray ( 6 ) 

1. Cower ( 6 ) 

16. Earlier (5) 

2. Excessively (13) 

17. Dive ( 6 ) 

3. Substantial (5) 

20. Weak (5) 


Cryptic 

Across 

1. It’s easy to include 
an account in the 
documentary system 
( 6 ) 

4. Vegetable to shoot up 

( 6 ) 

9. Mail carriers (6-7) 

10. Look in untidy chest 
for apparel (7) 

11. Put on fat before the 
meal is ready! (5) 

12. The last of the 
climbers successfully 
handle the range (5) 

14. Thomas comes from 
Sandy Lane (5) 

18. Chain-makers (5) 

19. Neat attendant (7) 

21. It’s assumed by those 
who have taken orders 
(8,5) 

22. Pinpointing a location 
and taking aim, one 
hears ( 6 ) 

23. Victor hasn’t been 
chastised ( 6 ) 


Down 

1. Country giving 
monetary unit final 
direction ( 6 ) 

2. By which people 
in general are in 
agreement (6,7) 

3. The French cry 
of disgust or an 
expression of 
merriment (5) 

5. Irresponsible man 
about town or juvenile 
actor? (7) 

6 . Finished with a 
declaration showing 
exaggeration (13) 

7. Ornamental hanging 
slates rearranged ( 6 ) 

8 . Sailor to employ 
revilement (5) 

13. The suffering of one 
coming in to die (7) 

15. Establishments for 
soft, frilly materials ( 6 ) 

16. Fight for a morsel (5) 

17. No bias upset 
inventive American ( 6 ) 

20. Scotch border near 
the west (5) 


CODEWORD 


This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a 
letter, with the same number always representing the same letter. 

For example, if 8 turns out to be a V, you can write in V wherever a square contains 
8 . Using your knowledge of words, complete the puzzle. 



r 


Arrowword 


r 


r 


r 


r 


Decline 

colour 


Enter your 
answers 
in the 
direction 
indicated by 
the arrows. 


SUDOKU 


^-Battleships — 

Find where ships shown 
below are hidden in the 
grid. The numbers to 
the right of and below 
the grid indicate how 
many of the squares 
in that row are filled in 
with ships or parts of 
ships. The ships do not 
touch each other, even 
diagonally. Some of the 
squares have been filled 
to start you off. 

THE FLEET 

1 x Battleship 

2 x Cruiser 

3 x Destroyer 

4 x Submarine 






1 1 3 0 6 1 2 4 1 1 




Solutions 



\ 

Starting from 1, 
fill in the grid 
clockwise with four- 
letter words. The last 
letter of each word 
becomes the first 
letter of the next to 
reveal the key word in 
the shaded boxes. 


1. Lion’s cry 

2. Inclined surface 

3. Ode 

4. Encounter 

5. Streetcar 

6 . Is obliged to 

7. Melt 

8 . Moderately hot 
Keyword clue: A Welsh town 


9. Castle surround 

10. Roman garment 

11. Slightly open 

12. Moneyed 

13. Group of cattle 

14. Entrance 

15. Flightless bird 

16. Vertex 

_ J 
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TV&lifestyle travel 




One m a 




NATAUIEiSADIiER 


1 and her family sample the 
delights of siding in glamorous Courchevel 


t boasts a heated 
pavement and its main 
streets are littered with 
designer names including 
Dior, Prada and Chanel. 

Courchevel is, quite literally, 
a millionaire’s playground. 

But it is not just the shops 
and fine dining that attract the 
wealthy. The ski area is, hands 
down, one of the best in Eu¬ 
rope. 

Not that this was entirely ob¬ 
vious as we set off from the 
Chalet Hotel Crystal 2000 on 
day one of our family ski holi¬ 
day - the visibility was poor 
and we could barely see the 
lift. 

The fog clung on for the first 


few days but I did find some 
light relief down in Le Tania, 
while my husband took his 
skies to neighbouring Meribel 
and Val Thorens. 

Then, on day four, we were 
treated to some of the best 
snow conditions we have ever 
experienced. Hovering over 
the snow drifts, crossing be¬ 
tween runs, slipping on and off 
piste, for the first time since 
taking it up six years ago, I felt 
like a true boarder and could 
appreciate why Courchevel is 
so popular. 

We opted for the family- 
friendly Crystal 2000 hotel, 
operated by Esprit, which best 
suited our needs and budget. 


Esprit offer a complete holi¬ 
day package from playrooms at 
the airport to kid-friendly 
meals, milk-warming facilities 
and our hotel had its own soft 
play area. 

You can build your own child¬ 
care package, with full-day 
nursery care for tiny ones and 
escorted ski lessons for first¬ 
time skiers to baby listening 
services at night and a late- 
night Cocoa Club for older kids. 

At eight, my step-daughter 
was more interested in skiing 


with u£. We did, howev¬ 
er, take advantage of the 
snow ranger service and 
lunch club, dropping her off af¬ 
ter breakfast to give us four 
hours to explore and find the 
best runs for her to join us in 
the afternoon. One for little ski¬ 
ers is the Indians, where you 
stop off at the tepee and toast 
marshmallows. She loved it. 


■ A week-long stay + flights, 
breakfast, tea and evening meal 
at the Chalet Hotel Crystal 2000 
costs from £759 per adult, with 
discounts for children. Childcare 
packages are extra. 
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w CHRISTMAS 2016 

AT 

NORTH FORELAND GOLF CLUB 

CONVENT ROAD, BROADSTAIRS, CT10 3PU 

www.northforeland.co.uk 

FOR ENQUIRIES, CALL 01843 862140 or EMAIL OFFICE@NORTHFORELAND.CO.UK 


FRIDAY 3 DECEMBER 
1URSDAY 15 DECEMBER 
FRIDAY 16 DECEMBER 


INCLUDES: 

GLASS OF FIZZ ON ARRIVAL 
3 COURSE MEAL WITH COFFEE & MINCE PIES 
DISCO 

LATE BAR UNTIL 1AM 


fun cJleA duut&v 

AVAILABLE FROM 20 NOVEMBER 
TO 

22 DECEMBER 2016 


3 COURSE MEAL 
WITH COFFEE & MINCE PIES 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Ray Duff fan club 
member writes... 


THE latest letter from Ray Duff 
shows him to be all ill informed as 
usual. Nowhere in the act which 
authorised the referendum was it 
stated that it was to be merely 
advisory. This is a canard circulated 
by the losers in the wake of the vote. 

It is also untenable to claim that a 
majority of youngsters supported 
remaining in the EU, as on what does 
Mr Duff base this claim? If he is 
relying on opinion polls he should 
note that the latter were wrong 
about the last general election, 
wrong about the referendum and 
recently wrong about the national 
vote in Columbia. One might as well 
rely on an astrologer as on these 
charlatans. 

It is not surprising that Mr Duff 
loves the EU so much as its anti 
democratic ethos is a perfect fit with 
his. Once we are free and an 
independent country once more I 
would wager that Mr Duffs inane 
belief that there would be a clamour 
to return will prove to be absolute 
nonsense. 

Colin Bullen, 

Tonbridge 

Is this Ray’s final 
say on matter? 

IN final reply, for now, to the Brexit- 
ers, I assume S Reeves (KoS, letters 
last week) means the economy when 
talking of supposed shot down views. 

However, whilst that has been 
reasonably good it’s largely because 
we haven’t left the EU yet! But when 
Mrs May announced the Article 50 
date, the pound plunged by 31 
percent and has struggled since. This 
may help exports for a while, but 
import costs are already rising 
leading to the Tesco/Unilever spat, 
which is just the beginning. 

Now Mark Carney, governor of the 
Bank of England, has clearly warned 
the low-incomed will be “hard hit” in 
2017 due to rising prices and 
inflation, or is that a ‘weak’ view? 

I also don’t suppose chancellor 
Hammond will help the above by 
unfreezing benefits, compensate for 
past losses and restore the link to RPI 
from CPI; or that S Reeves will 
support such? 

Mr Hudson-Gool says all legal 
attempts will fail and that we’ll trade 
our way to success. But the first was 
dashed when the courts told the 
government that MPs must have full 
oversight of any negotiations and it’s 
likely more such challenges will 
succeed not least those from 
Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

On trade, given we have a huge 
trade gap and far too large and 
usually low paid, services sector, it 


Why no fuss over plan 
to extend port works? 


WHAT appears to be an attempt to 
slip quietly under the radar, Brett 
Cement and Aggregates at 
Ramsgate Port plan to expand their 
operations there by building a 
concrete batching plant to add to 
their existing facilities. 

In any normal town, under any 
normal council, such a serious 
undertaking involving 
construction, noise, dust and traffic 
increase would be a matter for 
serious concern requiring at the 
very least a public consultation but 
apparently the council has not even 
considered it necessary for Brett to 
apply for planning permission. Now 
this is strange, because when Brett’s 
undertook similar work in Ashford, 
they had to go through the whole 
process of applying for planning 
permission and face the hostility of 
the local community. 

For those people who may think 
that this is a fuss over nothing may 
I take the opportunity to point out 
that any development of heavy 
industry in the port area will be to 


means we are likely at a disadvan¬ 
tage over any new trade talks 
worldwide, though these cannot 
even start until 2019/2020 anyway. 

What’s first required, in or out of 
the EU, is targeted investment in new 
manufacturing and construction; of 
council homes for one, but since, 
unlike Norway which built a huge 
sovereign wealth fund from North 
Sea oil we squandered it on tax cuts; 
we haven’t any money so perhaps the 
pampered Brexit pensioners will step 
in to help fund the costs of such? 

To Phil ‘never left the 1950s’ 
Granger, who says he wants things 
back to pre-EU days, the world has 


the future detriment of Ramsgate’s 
seafront. 

How can Ramsgate develop as a 
place to live and visit in the future if 
we allow our harbour area to 
become the choice site for Kent’s 
dirty industries? There have been 
serious plans afoot to regenerate the 
area for some time. 

Both Kent County Council and 
TDC appear not to be in the least bit 
bothered by Brett’s plans, plans 
which cannot fail to have lasting 
effects on the wildlife of Pegwell 
Bay. I find it hard to believe that the 
residents of Westcliff are willing to 
stand by and do nothing to protect 
their environment. I would also like 
to know what our locally elected 
Ukip councillors are going to do 
about this! Surely they’re not so 
disinterested in where they live in 
as to stand by and let KCC and TDC 
‘unelected’ officials run roughshod 
over all of us? Our town deserves 
better than this! 

H Frencken 

Ramsgate 


hugely moved on since then so how 
will he get all the sold off public 
utilities back along with private 
firms like Cadburys? Britain has no 
laws against firms being sold off in 
their entirety, whilst even the US has 
laws against such. 

Further, Mrs May has blundered 
by giving a Brexit start date because 
an interim trade deal for immedi¬ 
ately after 2019 is likely lost, so full 
trade talks with the EU can again 
only come after the initial two years 
which are only about the terms of 
withdrawal anyway. Also, the people 
and MPs may not be able to decide if 
the offer is in our interests or not. 


As for the so-called Great Reform 
Bill which is to incorporate current 
EU laws. It is likely to be undemo¬ 
cratic since it will also include 
‘secondary legislation’, which means 
governments could then largely 
bypass parliamentary scrutiny; at 
the behest of lobbying big businesses 
et al; to remove such laws including 
eventually, most likely, workers’ 
rights. 

So I leave them with the final 
thought that, having mentioned 
Lord Sugar’s view last time, it’ll 
probably be the Brexiters who in the 
end will rightly be told ‘you’re fired! ’. 

Ray Duff, 

Folkestone 

All hail support 
for carriage help 

TWO dignitaries, one his worshipful¬ 
ness the town mayor of Dover, Neil 
Rix, and Dover town councillor 
Graham Wanstall, are to be given 
recognition for keeping on track a 
project to restore, for the second 
time, a coach top of the former 1890 
Leas lift step carriage. 

Sadly, one’s personal money that 
had been set aside to restore this piece 
of Folkestone’s heritage has run out 
due to so many hurdles cropping up. 

The mayor has contributed 
scaffolding freely for a number of 
weeks. Without this generosity, the 
project would have failed. Mayor Rix 
has a heart of gold. 

Cllr Wanstall has offered a 
substantial sum of money to ensure 
the coach top does not hit the buffers 
while the works are ongoing at 
Elham Valley Railway Museum at 
Peene in Newington. 

If one was living in the areas these 
two councillors represent, you’d have 
my vote for life. 

Robert Mouland, 

Folkestone 

Walk to school to 
keep kids fitter 

SIXTEEN years ago there had never 
been a single case of a child being 
diagnosed with Type 2 diabetes in the 
UK. BBC’s Panorama revealed there are 
now more than 500 cases - and rising. 

October is International Walk to 
School Month and as walk to school 
rates hit a dangerous low point and 
child health problems increase, 
maybe we should take note. 

Walking more can lead to improved 
physical and mental health, including 
reduced risk of Type 2 diabetes. 

Catchment areas can be an issue 
but park and stride - swapping 
school gate gridlock for parking 
further away and taking a short 
walk instead - means children can 
still get active for part of the journey . 

Tim Fitches, 
Living Streets 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 
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KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 

North & West 


people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 

kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 
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CANTERBURY 

VOICE TRIALS 

FOR BOYS AGED 7 & 8 

5TH NOVEMBER 2016 


Substantial scholarships are awarded and choristers benefit from an 
all-round excellent education at St Edmund's School Canterbury. 

The Master of Choristers, David Flood, is always pleased to meet 

and advise parents and their sons. 

For further details please telephone 

01227 865242 

davidf@canterbury-cathedral.org 
@Nol Cathedral 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 
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■as bambino 


PREVIEW: Italian sporting marque’s most junior model gets a facelift to 
match up with the newest additions to the line-up... 


C ULT Italian sporting brand Alfa 
Romeo has revised its most junior 
model, the Mito supermini. 

The racy little Mito (from £12,960) 
gets revamped styling, more technol¬ 
ogy and a new look range of trim levels. 

Admittedly, the Mito is getting long in the 
tooth, but the car’s looks stand out from a very 
humdrum crowd thanks to elements culled from 
Alfa’s legendary 8C supercar and ‘mini-supercar’ 
4C. 

Added to that is the car’s engaging drive and 
handling, aided by the DNA mode adjustment for 
the steering, throttle and chassis: Dynamic is for 
roads where you can enjoy the drive, Normal is 
for most other situations, and All-weather is a 
‘get you home’ setting that helps the car cope 
with icy or treacherous conditions. 

However, remember that this is a small 
sporting hatchback, so it comes only in three- 
door format and the ride is on the firm side. 

Visually, the car has new sports grilles, wheel 
designs, and detailing, plus upgraded upholstery 
and finishes; much of the new exterior style 
brings the car into line with the newest Alfas - 
the dramatic new Giulia saloon and estate. 

The junior diesel option is revised too: the 
1.3-litre JTDM-2 turbodiesel joins the range with 
an increased output of 95hp but lower C02 
emissions of just 89g/km 


It also gets the FIAT group’s latest Uconnect 
Live system - with DAB and Bluetooth 
connectivity - for pairing with your phone, 
and accessing streamed music and the 
Web. 

Standard kit includes 16-inch alloys, satin 
chrome-effect exterior detailing, air con, DNA, rear 


spoiler and a Uconnect five-inch touchscreen. 

There is plenty of powertrain choice too, from 
the entry level 78hp 1.4-litre petrol, lively 
105hp 875cc TwinAir petrol turbo, aforemen¬ 
tioned diesel, up to the scorching Mito Veloce 
flagship (£20,500) with a 170hp 1.4 MultiAir 
petrol unit (0-62mph in 7.3 seconds). 
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The Toyota that sparked a 'RAVolution' 


The world’s Nol car brand’s radical and sporty take on the 4x4 formula created a 
whole new market sector that just grew and grew writes Steve Loader... 



T OYOTA revitalized the 

current generation RAV4 
this year with a new look. 

The world’s Nol car 
brand also claimed that 
offering a RAV hybrid option for the 
first time was the car’s most signifi¬ 
cant move since 1994, when the 
original created the sports utility 
vehicle (SUV) or ‘soft-roader’ sector. 

This ‘Recreational Active Vehicle 
with 4-wheel drive’ was a sensation, 
sparking a ‘RAVolution’ that other 
manufacturers simply had to join. 

Toyota quickly had to double 
production, and customers soon 
demanded a five-door option as well 
as the original three-door model. 

With its small size, grippy 
all-wheel drive and big tyres, the 
new car had everyday usability and 
affordability plus ‘funky chunky’ 
off-road looks that was becoming 
fashionable at the time. 

Four generations on, it has sub¬ 
brand status: asked what car he or she 
drives, a RAV4 owner will usually say 
‘a RAV’ rather than Toyota. 

Though smaller than a proper 
4x4, it has also proved no less 
rugged: 90 per cent of all the RAV4s 
built are still on the road. 

But success has a downside: lots of 
wannabe competition. Its youthful 


appeal may have been surrendered 
too, in favour of pleasing a wider 
audience or keeping original fans 
happy as they age, so dimensions 
and practicality have grown at the 
expense of compactness and 
sportiness. 

But the car has loyal fans and the 
newly revamped fourth generation 


car (from £23,695) is both sleeker 
and more practical than ever, with 
more boot space, a fully flat load floor 
with seats folded, plus generous 
under floor stowage. 

It has a lifting tailgate, which 
people prefer for easy loading and as 
a rain shelter, particularly when 
‘grandstanding’ at rural events. 



The rear now seats three in 
comfort too, with generous leg and 
headroom and a virtually flat floor, 
allowing all rear passengers to scoot 
across easily and alight either side 
The latest car also appears even 
more rock solid, to go with its 
legendary reliability, while handling 
remains sure-footed, body roll is 


Toyota RAV4 Icon 

2WD 2.0L diesel manual 


Price: 

from £29,090 

Driving appeal: 

★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: 

Mazda CX-5 


well-controlled on corners, and ride 
quality is forgiving enough to make 
the latest RAV a good all-rounder. 

The new powertrain line-up 
comprises 2.5-litre hybrid (from 
£28,020), smooth new 2.0-litre 
D-4D diesel (as tested) and revised 
2.0-litre Valvematic petrol (from 
£31,085) and in front-wheel and 
all-wheel drive versions. 

The revised RAV now has styling 
closer to mainstream Toyota cars; 
yes, some ruggedness has been lost, 
but there is more class. 

And safety kit has been enhanced 
with a £695 package of integrated 
active safety and driver assistance 
features, including Lane Departure 
Alert, Automatic High Beam, and 
Pre-Collision System, which alerts 
the driver to risk of a collision, 
prepares the brakes to deliver extra 
stopping power and, if the driver fails 
to react, brakes automatically. 



Tunbridge Wells Hyundai 

Unit 1, Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells TI~I2 3UY 


01892 458311 


Medway Hyundai 

London Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 8PT 


01634 408408 



HYurmni 


nEW THinKinG. 
nEW POSSIBILITIES. 


*0ffers subject to terms and conditions. Contact dealership for full information. Offers subject to change at anytime. Hyundai Tuscon SE I1AV 1.7 CRDi finance agreement: Monthly Payments of £268.49, Customer Deposit of £4,286.25, Hyundai Deposit Contribution £1,500, 

Total Deposit £5,786.25, Cash Price of Vehicle £23,145.00, Total Amount of Credit £17,358.72, Interest Charges £2,899.89, Optional Final Payment £10,593, Duration of Agreement 37 months, APR Representative 6.9%, Interest Rate % Fixed 3.55% p.a, Excess mileage charge 9p, 

Estimated annual mileage 8,000. Hyundai i20 SE 1.2 finance agreement: Monthly Payments of £149, Customer Deposit of £2,141.67, Hyundai Deposit Contribution £500, Total Deposit £2,641.67, Cash Price of Vehicle £10,995.00, Total Amount Payable £12,312.17, 

Optional Final Payment, £4,306.50, Duration of Agreement 37 Months, APR Representative 6.9%, 3.55% p.a Interest Fixed, Excess Mileage Charge Per Mile 9p, Estimated annual mileage 8,000. 
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FREE Local Delivery 


48 High Street, Strood, Rochester, Kent ME2 4AR 


01634 730392 

www.globeplumbing.co.uk 


Bathroom Showroom 
& Plumbers Merchants 


Wide Range of Bathroom 
Suites & Showers 


Boilers, Radiators & Controls 


Wide Range of Spares & Parts 
Domestic & Trade Welcome 


Friendly, Experienced 
& Knowledgeable Service 
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i Kent on Sunday 


iobs24.co.ui< 

IN-PAPER • ONLINE * ON MOBILE 


TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE 01233 653461 

EMAIL appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 

ONLINE www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



Bradstow School 

fa itkin A culture. o{ qtMtvttss 


Bradstow is a creative and unique residential school for children 
between the ages of 5 & 19. It is situated in 13 acres of parkland 
just a few hundred metres from the sandy beaches of Broadstairs. 

We seek to meet the needs of children and young people with 
autism and severe learning difficulties with associated behaviours that 
may be challenging. We have achieved national recognition for our 
developments in Communication and Behaviour Management. 

HUMAN 

RESOURCES ADVISOR 

To provide Human Resources based administrative support to the 
school, be the first point of contact to resolve queries from staff 
and management relating to pay, terms and conditions, liaise with 
Wandsworth Borough Council Departments, and to 
Supervise/Manage other HR staff on a day to day basis. 
£25,694 - £27,394 pa - 37 hours per week. All year round 

For all posts we look for candidates who are able to demonstrate maturity, 
and who are warm, creative and open to learning. Candidates must have a patient 
and caring attitude and be able to deal sensitively with vulnerable children. 

We are committed to sustainability and preserving the environment and therefore 
encourage applications by email, so for an application form and information pack 
please email personnel@bradstow.wandsworth.sch.uk. 
or you may call 01843 608727 (24 hour recruitment answer machine). 

Please note that CV's will not be considered. 

The closing date for all applications is noon Friday 4th November 2016. 
Interviews for this post will be held on 30th November 2016. 


Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is a 22 bed 
independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent 
hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent 
medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We 
have state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 


Receptionist/Administrator - Ashford 

Full time 37.5 hours per week (including weekends) 

Salary: £17,088 per annum 

A key purpose of the role is to provide and efficient reception service for all patients, 
visitor, and callers to the unit across a 7 day rota. 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Maths and English (GCSE or equivalent) Grade C or above 

• 2+ years working in medical administration 

• Customer Service Background 

• Excellent IT Skills 

Previous applicants need not apply. 

Closing date: 04/11/2016 Interview dates: 10/11 November 2016 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: Gemma Preston, Business Office 
Manager on 01304 222682 

x4 Staff Nurses - Ward - xl Margate - x3 Ashford/Canterbury 

Fulltime Hours: 37.5 per week Closing date: 31/10/2016 
Salary: £23 - 27,000.00 Dependent on qualifications and experience 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Registered Nurse 1st level 

• Evidence of continual professional development 

• Experience in a surgical/medical environment with a knowledge and understanding of surgical/medical 
procedures 

• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: Liz Justice, Ward Manager on 01843 
234552 (Margate) or Gail Cribbens, Nurse Manager on 01233 651818 (Ashford/Canterbury) 

For job descriptions and application form please visit 

www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 

Alternatively, please contact Sarah Blaber, HR Assistant 

Telephone: 01304 222690 

E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 

Previous applicants need not apply. 
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Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 
This position is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 


Aiding Independence Ltd 
Supporting People to Live Independently 

We are looking for full time 

Support Workers 

To support adults with a learning disability with all aspects 
of their daily living and personal care 
You must be flexible, available to work any 
5 days out of 7 including weekends, early mornings, 
evenings and sleep in duties on a rota basis 
Experience preferred, however training will be provided 
Starting hourly rate of £7.50 
For an application form please call 01227 741006 
or email aidingindependence3@btconnect.com 
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Abbey Court School 

“We grow people” 

“An outstanding school” (Ofsted July 2010 & October 2012) 

We are currently looking for... 

TEACHING ASSISTANTS 

to join and enhance our large and expanding, high calibre team. 
Medway Scale, Grade D2 

£15.823 - £19.939 pro-rata + SEN Allowance (£1.2271 
Are you committed, motivated and enthusiastic? Can you make a difference? 
If so, share your talents and expertise with us. 

Abbey Court is currently located on 2 sites; Rainham (Nursery and Primary) 
and Strood (Secondary and Further Education), and caters for pupils aged 3-19 
with Severe Learning Difficulties. Working hours are 32.5 p/w (8.45am - 3.45pm), 
term time only. Comprehensive training and induction will be provided. 

Only those with childcare experience, or relevant childcare qualifications 
should apply. 


Due to the conditions and complex needs of the pupils at Abbey Court School, 
continuity and consistency of support is paramount and therefore candidates 
for all positions will need to commit to the full working hours of the post. 


This School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and young people, and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. Any offer of appointment for post is subject to a satisfactory 
Criminal Record Bureau Disclosure. 

For an application pack, please write to/telephone 
(stating the role for which you are applying): 

Mrs Linda Taylor, School Business Manager 
Abbey Court School, Rede Court Road, Strood, Kent, ME2 3SP 
(01634 338236) 

Please note CV’s will NOT be accepted. 

Closing date: 11.11.16 
Interview date: 18.11.16 
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You can also find the latest jobs online: WWW.jobs24.CO.uk/kent 


KOSMEDIA Telephone: 01233 653465 Email: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk Online: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


LICENSING ACT 2003: 
Application for Premises Licence 

CCS Eateries Ltd CCS, 32 Station Road, 
Westgate on Sea, Kent CT8 8QY has applied 
to Thanet District Council, RO. Box 9, Cecil 
Street, Margate, Kent for the Grant of a Premises 
Licence under the Licensing Act 2003. 

A copy of the application may be inspected 
during normal office hours at the Thanet District 
Council offices, address above. 

The licensable activities will be Supply of Alcohol 
from 10:00 to 23:30 hours every day; Lilms, Live 
and Recorded Music and Performances of Dance 
from 08:00 to 23:30 hours every day; Late Night 
Refreshment from 23:00 to 00:00 hours every 
day. 

All Licensable activities to continue on New 
Year’s Eve from the end of Permitted Hours to the 
beginning of Permitted hours on New Year’s Day. 
Any representations in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to the Licensing 
Department, Thanet District Council, PO. Box 
9 Cecil Street, Margate, Kent by 11th November 
2016. It is an offence knowingly or recklessly 
to make a false statement in connection with an 
application and the maximum fine for which a 
person is liable on summary conviction for the 
offence is £5000. 


Marine Management Organisation 
(MMO) 

Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 
(2009 c23) 

Consultation on proposed byelaw for 
prohibiting bottom towed fishing gear 

The purpose of the proposed byelaw is to protect two 
specified areas of sandbank in Margate and Long 
Sands Site of Community Importance (SCI). 

Copies of the draft byelaw, draft byelaw impact 
assessment and accompanying marine protected area 
assessment (including maps and coordinates of the 
areas, and questions to consider) are available from 
the MMO website www.gov.uk/guidance/marine- 
conservation-byelaws#current-mmo-byelaws or by 
calling 0300 123 1032, emailing conservation® 
marinemanagement.org.uk, or from one of the 
following locations: 

MMO Lowestoft, Pakefield Road, Lowestoft, NR33 
0HT 

Kent and Essex Inshore Fisheries and Conservation 
Authority, Paragon House, Albert Street, Ramsgate, 
Kent CT11 9HD or The Sail Loft, Shipyard Estate, 
Brightlingsea, Essex C07 OAR 
Any person wishing to make representations must 
do so by 12 December 2016. Please send comments 
in writing to conservation @marinemanagement. 
org.uk or to the Marine Conservation Team, Marine 
Management Organisation, Lancaster House, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 7YH. 


LICENSING ACT 2003: 
Application for Premises Licence 

Never Board Limited, trading as Playopolis are applying 
for a new premises licence at 2 Star Hill, Rochester, 
Kent, ME1 1UX. Our application has been made to 
Medway Council, Gun Wharf, Dock Road, Chatham, 
Kent ME4 4TR. 

We are applying for the following licensable 
activities; the Sale of Alcohol (9am - 11pm); and 
the provision of Late Night Refreshment (9am - 
10.30pm). 

Should you wish to make representations to the 
council it must be in writing and/or you can view 
our application by contacting the council on 01634 
337107 or 337108 by 13th November 2016. 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a 
false statement in connection with an application. 
A person guilty of an offence under this section is 
liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding 
£5,000. 

For more information contact Licensing Unit by 
telephone: Licensing Services - 01634 337107 or 
337108/ 

Enforcement - 01634 337112 or 337106 or by email: 
licensing @ medway.gov.uk 

Write to: Licensing Unit, Medway Council, Gun 
Wharf, Dock Road, Chatham, Kent ME4 4TR 
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LICENSING ACT 2003: 

Variation of Premises Licence 

Take notice that Marek Szandrocha has made an 
application in accordance with the Licensing Act 2003 
for a variation to the premises licence for Kingsajz 
Polish Delicatessen, 346c High Street, Chatham, 
ME4 4NP, Kent. 

The application is for remove condition 6, amend 
condition 1 and amend condition 3. 

This application has been made to Medway Council, 
Gun Wharf, Dock Road, Chatham Kent, ME4 4TR. Full 
details of the application and plans can be viewed 
at Gun Wharf, Dock Road, Chatham Kent, ME4 4TR 
during normal hours of business. 

Any interested party who wishes to make a 
representation about this application should do so in 
writing to Medway Council, Gun Wharf, Dock Road, 
Chatham Kent, ME4 4TR or by sending an email to 
licensing@medway.gov.uk. no later than 17 November 
2016. 


It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with an application which, 
upon conviction, carries a maximum fine of £5,000. 
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Is your business using mobile marketing? 

If not, WHY NOT? 

• Find new customers 

• Create more value from 
existing customers 

• Build loyalty and... 

• Drive revenue 


SMS 


QR 

CODES 


MOBILE 

SITE 



Scan here or text 

ARCHANT to 80012 

to find out more 
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Alternatively contact your local mobile marketing rep David Richards on 07867 457338 

or email 
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Sport 

Adams departs as 
Kent head coach 

Former West Indies star is leaving after five years in county 



Cricket 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


KENT have announced that head 
coach Jimmy Adams is leaving the 
club. 

The former West Indies Test star is 
returning to Jamaica after five years 
in the county, most recently helping 
guide Kent to a second placed finish 
in division two of the county 
championship. 

Adams has also had a big influence 
in developing homegrown talent at 
the club such as Daniel Bell-Drum- 
mond and captain Sam Northeast. 

“Eve enjoyed my time at Kent 
which has been a great learning ex¬ 
perience for me,” the 48-year-old 
said. 

“I wanted to be involved in a club 
that was seeking to grow and I am 
fortunate to have found that here at 
Kent over the past five seasons. 

“It’s been a delight being involved 
with all our players as they have de¬ 
veloped during the period and espe¬ 
cially watching the younger players 
who have made the step up to first 
class level. 

“Working with the club to develop 
a stronger support team to back up 
our players has also been a highlight 
for me. 

“I’m extremely grateful for the 
members and supporters who have 
consistently backed me, the team and 
the club’s overall vision.” 

Chairman George Kennedy added: 
“We thank Jimmy for his fine service 
of the club and wish him all the best 
for the future. 

“His commitment to developing 
Kentish cricket talent is shown by the 


LEAVING: Jimmy Adams 

core of homegrown players now at 
the heart of our professional squad.” 

Meanwhile, the club recently wrote 
a letter to the ECB, after Mr Kennedy 
said he felt the club was dealt “an un¬ 
fair hand” after not being considered 
for promotion. 

“We can confirm receipt of a letter 
from Kent county cricket club regard¬ 


ing the issue of promotion and relega¬ 
tion,” an ECB spokesperson said in 
response. 

“The decision was in line with the 
two-down, one-up relegation and 
promotion rules for this season’s 
county championship which were 
notified to all counties and published 
prior to start of the 2016 season.” 


Shakey clinches record fifth superbike crown 


Superbike 


SHANE ‘Shakey’ Byrne clinched a 
record fifth British Superbike 
Championship title last weekend - on 
his home circuit, Brands Hatch. 

The Sittingbourne rider was the 
favourite going into the final round 
some 17 points ahead of closest rival 
Leon Haslam, but having missed out 
on the crown last year, he knew he 
couldn’t take anything for granted. 

A pair of sixth places in the 
opening two races was enough to 
secure the title, before finishing third 
in the final race, meaning he ended 
the campaign 29 points clear of the 
chasing pack. 

Meanwhile, Sidcup’s Josh Wain- 
wright admitted his breakthrough 
season in the championship had 



WINNER: Shane Byrne’s fifth title. 

Photo: Simon Hildrew 


been “a dream come true”. 

The 26-year-old crashed on a 


difficult weekend, but told KoS this 
week just how much he has learned 
over the last few months. 

“For me this year has been great in 
that I’ve been given a chance to step 
up and compete against my idols,” he 
said. 

“It’s been a dream come true, I’ve 
learned so much and I feel I’ve come 
on leaps and bounds.” 

Currently riding for the Lloyd & 
Jones/PR Racing team, Wainwright 
has other offers on the table, 
but wants to remain loyal if he 
can. 

“My team have given me such an 
opportunity this season and I want 
to wait to hear from them first,” he 
said. 

“Then I’ll start to find out what I 
can do next year but it’s looking 
promising.” 




CHAMPIONS: Ryan Charlwood and Ricky Stevens 

Back-to-back sidecar 
titles for Charlwood 


DOVER’S Ryan Charlwood and 
teammate Ricky Stevens clinched 
their second successive British FI 
Sidecar title at Brands Hatch at the 
weekend. 

Arriving at the Kent circuit with a 
comfortable 47-point lead, the pair 
could have been forgiven for taking 
their foot off the gas somewhat, but 
Charlwood insisted there was no 
danger of that. 


“Obviously we always race to win 
but we had to race tactically this 
weekend,” he said. 

“We felt confident and relatively 
relaxed going into the first race on 
Saturday. 

“There was a couple of other teams 
gunning for the title so our main aim 
was to finish each race, preferably on 
the podium, and that would put us in 
good stead to bag the championship.” 


Royal welcome for Olympic stars 


KENT’S Olympic stars spent an 
evening with the Royal Family after 
thousands paid tribute to Team GB’s 
sporting heroes this week. 

Among the county’s representa¬ 
tives at parades in Manchester and 
London was Orpington sprinter Dina 
Asher-Smith, who claimed a bronze 
medal in the 4x100 relay in Brazil. 

The 20-year-old said she was 
“totally honoured” and told support¬ 


ers on social media: “Your support 
honestly means the world to us and it 
was great to be able to say thank you 
in person. We had such a blast.” 

Hockey heroine Maddie Hinch, 
who saved all four Dutch penalties in 
the Rio final to secure gold for the 
Great Britain women’s side, faced a 
race against time to make the event 
after her flight from Amsterdam was 
cancelled only hours before. 


Gills paired with non¬ 
league side in FA Cup 


GILLINGHAM’S FA Cup campaign will kick 
off against the team that knocked them out 
of the competition three years ago - non¬ 
league Brackley Town. 

Justin Edinburgh’s side will be looking to 
avoid a repeat when the teams meet again 
on November 5, with the Gills’ recent FA 
Cup record relatively poor, having not 
reached the second round since 2013. 

Three other Kent teams were also in the 
hat during the draw on Monday. 

Dartford’s reward for a commanding 3-0 
win over local rivals Tonbridge Angels was 
a tie with Sutton United, who were 
promoted from the National League South 
last season. 

Elsewhere, Dover Athletic were drawn 
away to Cambridge United and Maidstone 
United will welcome Rochdale to the 
Gallagher Stadium. 

Meanwhile, Margate boss Nikki Bull 
made a rare appearance on the pitch for his 
side’s replay against Harrow Borough on 
Tuesday night, but couldn’t prevent the 
Gate from crashing out of the competition 
as they lost 1-3 at Hartsdown Park. 


BOSS: Justin Edinburgh 


j_ Cl V_ i. » Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 

QpOlT drums or call Jamie Weir on 01233 653481 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport r Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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Time to update 

your kitchen! 
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With Kitchen Door Replacement transform your tired kitchen in just a 
few days from start to finish just by changing the doors and worktops. 

50 choices of door styles & over 100 colour combinations 
y/i Worktops, Appliances, Sinks and Taps to complete your kitchen. 

Installed quickly and cleanly by our own local professional fitters. 

We also do Bedroom Wardrobes, Utility Rooms, and Studies. 

W Senior Citizens Discount 




Christmas 
vat free , 
offer^ 




Call for a FREE estimate 

01795 432850 

View our work online: www.bespokekent.co.uk 


Unit C4, St Georges Business Park, Castle Road, Sittingbournc, Kent, ME 10 3TB 


BESPOKE 

ITCHENS 
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